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ADVERTISEMENT, 
EITHER NECESSARY OR USELESS. 


HEN I took pen in hand 
to defend, unguibus & noſ- 
tro, the memory of my dear un- 


cle, againſt an anonymous libel 
entitled A Supplement to the Philoſopby 
of Hiftory; I imagined my adver- 
ſary was neither more nor leſs 
than a young diſſolute abbe, who, 
to amuſe himſelf, had entered in- 
to a diſcuſſion of his Diatribe of 
the whores of Babylon, the uſe 
of boys, inceſt, and beſtiality. 
But when I got forward in my 
work with aſſiduity, and like a 
worthy nephew, I found that the 
anonymous libel was wrote by 


A | the I 


i ADVERTISEMENT, 
the Sieur Larcher, an ancient 
teacher of the Belles Lettres in the 
college of Mazarine. I therefore 
moſt humbly aſk his pardon for 
having imagined him a young 
man; and 1 hope he will pardon 
me for having fulfilled my duty, 
in liſtening to the calls of blood, 
which aſſailed my heart, and the 
voice of truth, which commands 
me to take pen in band. 

The objects under conſideration 
are of great importance: they are 
nothing leſs than the manners 
and laws from Pekin down to 
Rome, and even the adventures 
of mountains and the ocean. A 
furious ſally upon biſhop War- 
burton is here to be met with ; 
1 but 
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ADVERTISEMENT. iii 
but the judicious reader will par- 
don the ardour of my zeal, when 
he is informed that this biſhop is 
_ a heretic. 


I could have refuted all M. Lar- 


cher's errors; but in that caſe I 


muſt have produced as large a 
volume as he has done. I ſhall 
not inſiſt upon his impiety. It is 
very mournful for chriſtian eyes 


to read in his work (p. 298), that 


ſacred writers may have been miſtaken as 


well as others, It is true, he adds, 


to palliate the poiſon,” with reſpect 
to what are not Dogmas. 

But, my friend, there is ſcarce 
any thing Dogmatic in the books 
of the Hebrews ; every thing there 
is either hiſtorical, legal, cantical, 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 

prophetic, or moral ordonnance. 
The books of Genefis, Exodus, Jo- 
ſhua, Judges, Kings, Eſdras, Mac- 
cabeus, are hiſtorical ; the Leviti⸗ 
cus and Deuteronomy are ſo ma- 


ny laws; the Pſalms are cantics ; | 
the books of Iſaiah, Jeremiah, &c. 


are prophetic ; Wiſdom, the Pro- 


verbs, the Eccleſiaſt, the Eccleſiaſ- 
ticus, are moral. Not a fingle 
Dogma is to be met with in all 
theſe. Even the Ten Command- 


ments cannot be called Dogmas ; 


they are laws. A Dogma is a pro- 


poſition that muſt be believed. 


Jeſus Chriſt is conſubſtantial with 


God: Mary is the mother of God: 
Chriſt has two natures and two 
wills in one perſon: The Eucha- 
riſt is the body and blood of Je- 


ſus 
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ſus Chriſt, under the appearance 
of- a loaf that no longer exiſts: 
theſe are Dogmas. The Creed, 
which was made in the time of 
Jerome and Auguſtin, 1s a profeſ- 


ſion of Dogmas. There are ſcarce 


three of theſe Dogmas in the New 


Teſtament. God was pleaſed, that 


they ſhould be extracted by the ho- 
ly church from the ſhell in which 
they were incloſed. 


See, then, thy blaſphemy ! 
who haſt dared to ſay, that the 
authors of the ſacred books have 
been hable to error, in all that is 
not Dogmatic. _ 


Thou doeſt, then, pretend, that 
the Holy Ghoſt, which dictated 
| theſe 
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| theſe books, may have been miſ- 
1 taken, from the firſt verſe of Ge- 
| | neſis to the laſt of the Acts of the 


Apoſtles; and after ſuch an im- 
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| | pious ſuppoſition, thou haſt the 
3 inſolence to accuſe the impiety of 
f citizens, whom thou never didft 
| come near, who will not admit 
4 thee among them, and who would 
F 
| - never have been acquainted with 
| thy exiſtence, if thou hadſt not 
reviled them. 
| | 
| May worthy men unite to im- 
poſe ſilence upon thoſe wretches, 
1 who, as ſoon as a good book ap- 
pears, cry out againſt impiety, 
1 | like bedlamites, who from their 
| | dark cells caſt their ordure upon 
| | | thoſe. who are the beſt dreſſed, 
| „ from 
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from a ſecret inſtinct of jealouſy, 
which ſtill prevails in their deli- 
rium. 


And you (pu/ille grex) who read 
this Defence of My Uncle, deign 
to begin by caſting your eyes at- 
tentively over the table of con- 
tents, and ſele& for your amuſe- 
ment ſuch chapters as are the 


moſt to your taſte, 


EONTEVNT'S:. 


XORDIUM, Page 1 


Chap. I. Of providence, 
8 4 II. 2 apology for the ladies of Baby- 
on 
Chap. III. Of the Alcoran, 
Chap. IV. Of the Romans, 
Chap. V. Or Sodomy, 
Chap. VI. On Inceſt, 


Chap. VII. Oz Beſtiality, and the Goat of the Sab 


bath, 

Chap, VIII. Of Abraham and Ninon L'Enclas, 

Chap. IX. Of Thebes, Boſſuet, and Rollin, 

Chap. X. Of the prieſts, or prophets, or ſchoen of 
Eg ypt, | | 

ch. Xt. Of the temple of Tyre, 

Chap. XII. Of the Chine/e, 

Chap. XIII. Of India, and of the Vedam, 

Chap. XIV. That the Jews hated all nations, 

Chap. XV. Of Warburton, 

Chap. XVI. Concluſion of the preceding chapters, 

Chap. XVII. Upon Warburton's modeſtly, and his 
Antimoſaical ſyſtem, 

Chap, XVIII. Of men of different colours, 

Chap. XIX. Of mountains and ſhells, 

Chap. XX. Of the tribulations incident to poor men 
of letters, 

Chap. XXI. Of the ſentiments of T heologians with 
regard lo the late abbe Baxin. Of the juſtice of 


antiquity ; and of four Diatribes compoſed by him 


on the occaſion, 

Chap. XXII. A defence of à military general ! 
ed by Pedants, 

Poſticnptum, 4 Gardener's defence, 
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EXORDIUM. 


NE of our firſt duties is to aſſiſt 

our father; the ſecond is to aid 

our uncle. I am nephew to the late 

abbe Bazing, from whoſe name an igno- 

ranteditor has moſt barbarouſly purloined 

a g, Which diſtinguiſhes it from the 

Bazins of Turinge, who furniſhed Chil- 

deric with queen Bazina“, whom he ran 
away with. 


* You are ſenſible, dear reader, that Bazin 
was a Celtic name, and that the wife of Bazin 
muſt neceſſarily have been called Bazina; ſo it 
is written in hiſtory, 


B My 


2 DEFENCE or MY UNCLE. 


My uncle was a profound theolo- 
gian, almoner to the embaſſy which the 
emperor Charles VI. ſent to Conſtanti- 
nople after the peace of Belgrade. He 
was perfectly acquainted with Arabic 
and Coptic. He travelled into Egypt 
and through all the Eaſt, and at length 
ſettled at Peterſburg, in quality of a 
Chineſe interpreter. My great attach- 
ment to truth will not allow me to diſ- 
ſemble, that, notwithſtanding his piety, 
he was ſometimes a little addicted to 
raillery. When M. Guignes made the 
Chineſe deſcend from the Egyptians; - 
when he ſuppoſed that the emperor of 
China 7% was viſibly the king of Egypt 
Menes, by changing nes into 1, and me 
into y (though Menes is not an Egyp- 
tian but a Greek name); my uncle then 
gave way to a little innocent raillery, 
which however ſhould not have weaken- 
ed the ſpirit of charity between two 
Chineſe interpreters; for my uncle 
| really. 
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really entertained a great eſteem for M. 
Guignes. 
The abbe Bazing was ae fond 


of truth and his neighbour. He had 
wrote the Philoſophy of Hiſtory in one 


of his travels to the Eaſt: his great ob- 
ject was to judge from common ſenſe 
of all the fables of antiquity; fables, 
which for the moſt part were contra- 
dictory. Every thing that was not in 
nature, appeared to him abſurd, except 
what related to faith. He reſpected St. 
Matthew as much as he laughed at 
Oteſias, and ſometimes Herodotus; he 
moreover had a great reſpect for the la- 
dies, was a friend to good manners, and 
a zealous advocate for legiſlation. Such 
was the abbe Ambroiſe Bazing, miſcal- 
led, by the errors of ty pographiſts, 


Bagin. 
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97 Providence. 


15 ihe have juſt IE troubled 
1 by a cruel writer, in a ſuppoſed 
Supplement to the Phileſo ophy of Hiftory. He 
has thus entitled his ſcandalous ſatire, 
thinking that the title alone of a Supple- 
ment to my uncle's ideas, would ſecure 
him readers. But from the thirty-third 
Page of his preface, his perverſe deſign 
is diſcovered. He has accuſed the pious 
abbé Bazin with having ſaid, that Pro- 
vidence ſends famine and peſtilence up- 
on earth. What! miſcreant, dareſt thou 
deny it? From whence then axiſe thoſe 
ſcourges which we feel, and the chaſ- 
tiſements with which we are puniſhed ? 
Tell me who is maſter of life and death ? 
Tell me who gave David his choice of 
peſtilence, 
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peſtilence, war, or famine? Did not 
God deſtroy 70,000 Jews in a quarter 
of an hour? and did he not hereby li- 
mit the falſe policy of Jeſſe, who fan- 
cied himſelf thoroughly acquainted with 
the population of his country? Did he 
not puniſh with ſudden death- 50,070 
Bethſamites, who dared to look upon 
the ark? Did not the revolt of Coreus, 
Dathan, and Abiron, coſt 14,700 
Iſraelites their lives, beſides 250 who 
were ſwallowed up with their chiefs ? 
Did not the extirpating angel deſcend at 
the Eternal voice, and with the ſword 
of death, as well to ſtrike at the firſt- 
born of all Egypt, as to exterminate the 
army of Sannakerib ? What do I ſay? 
Why, there is not a hair that drops from 
our heads, without the command of the 
Maſter of time and things. Providence 
operates every thing, before whom, 
whether terrified or benign, we ſhould 
equally proſtrate ourſelves whether 

> "4 triumphant 
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1 triumphant or conquered, happy or mi- 

ſerable, ſtill our duty to Providence is 
| the ſame. Theſe were my uncle's ſen- 

| | timents ;—the ſentiments of all wiſe 

men. Unhappy miſcreant, who con- 

tradicts theſe great truths in his fatal 

preface! 
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CHA F 0 
An apology for the ladies of Babylon. 


Y uncle's antagoniſt begins his 
ſtrange book by ſaying, —Theſe 
are the reaſons that induced me to take pen 


in hand. 


« Take pen in hand!” my Rund what 


an expreſſion! My uncle, who had al- 


moſt forgot his native tongue in his long 


travels, ſpoke better French than you. 


I ſhall let you bewilder yourſelf in 
abuſe about Khamos, Niniva, and Aflur, 
You may deceive yourſelf as long as you 
pleaſe about the diſtance between Nini- 
va and Babylon ; this has nothing to 
do with the ladies, for whom my uncle 
had ſuch profound reſpect, and whom 
you ſo barbarouſly inſult. 

You inſiſt upon it, that in the time 


„ of 
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of Herod, all the ladies in the immenſe 
city of Babylon came religiouſly to pro- 
ſtitute themſelves to the firſt comer in 
the temple, and even for money : and 
you believe it, becauſe it is related by 
Herodotus. | 

How diſtant was it to my uncle's 
thoughts, to impute ſuch infamous prac- 
tices to theſe ladies! It would; indeed, 


be fine to ſee our princeſſes, our dutch- 
eſſes, the chancellor's lady, the firſt pre- 


ſident's wife, and all the ladies of Paris, 
repair to the church of Notre Dame, 
and there diſtribute their favours at a 
crown a-head to the firſt water-man, or 
hackney-coachman, who ſhould have 
a taſte for this auguſt ceremony! 

I é know that the manners of the Aſia- 


tics differed from ours; and this I know 


better than you, becauſe I accompanied 
my uncle into Aſia. But the difference 
is in this reſpect, that the eaſtern na- 


tions have always been more rigid than 


we are. The women in the Eaſt have 
"Hh | always 
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always been ſhut up ; or, at leaſt, they 


never went out without being veiled. 


The more lively the paſſions in thoſe 


countries, the more have the women 
been conſtrained. Eunuchs were firſt 
thought of to guard them. Jealouſy 
invented the art of mutilating men, to 
ſecure the fidelity of women and the in- 


nocence of girls. Eunuchs were already. 


very common, at the time the Jews were 
united in a republic, We find that 


Samuel, being willing to preſerve his WS 
authority, and divert the Jews from 


taking a king, told them that this king 


would have eunuchs in his ſervice. Can 


it be credited that in Babylon, where 
the beſt police prevailed of any city in the 


| Eaſt, men ſo jealous of their wives, 


ſhould all ſend them to proſtitute them- 
ſelves in a temple to the vileſt ſtrangers ? 
that every huſband and every father 


| ſhould thus ſtifle honour and jealouſy ? - 


that all the women and girls ſhould 
trample upon that ſhame ſo natural to 
their 
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their ſex? That manufacturer of tories 


Herodotus might amuſe the Greeks with 
this extravagant account; but no ſenſi- 


ble man could believe it. 
The calumniator of my uncle and the 
fair ſex is deſirous the thing ſhould be 


true; and the greateſt reaſon he gives 
is, that the Welch ſometimes immolat- 


ed men (probably captives) to their filthy 
god Teutates. But becauſe Barbarians 


have ſacrificed human blood; becauſe 


the Jews immolated twelve thouſand vir- 
gins to the Lord, out of thirty thou- 
ſand they found in the camp of the Ma- 


dianites, with fixty-one thouſand aſſes; 


in fine, becauſe in latter times we have 


immolated ſo many Jews in our Autos 
de fe, at Liſbon, Goa, and Madrid; 


does it follow, that all the handſome 
Babylonians lay with ſtrange grooms in 


the cathedral of Babylon? According 
to the religion of Zoroaſter, the women 


were not allowed to eat with ſtrangers. 
Would 
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Would he have allowed the. women to 
lie with them ? . 
My uncle's antagoniſt, who ſeems to 
have his reaſons for the eſtabliſhment of 
this pretty cuſtom in capital cities, calls 
the prophet Baruch to the ſuccour of 
Herodotus, and he quotes the fixth chap- 
ter of the prophecy of this ſublime Ba- 
ruch. But he does not, perhaps, know 
that this ſixth chapter is of all the book 
the moſt evidently apocryphal. It is a 
ſuppoſed letter from Jeremiah to the poor 
Jews who were led in chains to Baby- 
lon : St. Jerom ſpeaks of it with the ut- 
moſt contempt ; as for me, I deſpiſe no- 
thing that is in the books of the Jews; 
I know all the reſpe& which is due to that 
admirable people, who will one day be 
converted, and be maſters of the whole 
earth. 5 
We find theſe expreſſions in this fic- 
titious letter: In Babylon we ſee women 
that have girdles of pack-thread (or rib- 
bons) ſeated in the ſtreets, and burning 
| olive 
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olive kernels, Paſſengers chuſe amongſt 
them; and ſhe who has been preferred, mocks 
her neglected companions whoſe girdles 


- have not been untied. 


I will acknowledge, that a faſhion 
ſomewhat ſimilar is introduced at Ma- 
drid, and in the quarter of the Palais 


Royal at Paris. It is much in vogue in 
the ſtreets of London ; and the Hops of 


Amſterdam are in great reputation. 

A general hiſtory of brothels might 
be very curious. The learned have treat- 
ed this ſubject only in detached parts. 
The brothels of Venice and Rome begin 
to degenerate a little, becauſe all the 
fine arts are in their wane. They cer- 
tainly were the fineſt invention of hu- 


man ſagacity, before Chriſtopher Co- 


lumbus made a voyage to the Antilles 
iſlands. The pox, which Providence 


had ſequeſtered in thoſe iſlands, has 


fince overſpread all Chriſtendom ; and 
thoſe elegant brothels conſecrated to the 


* Aſtarte or Decerto, Milita 
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Aphrodiſe or Venus, have now loft all 
their ſplendor. I believe that my uncle's 
adverſary frequents them till, as the frag- 
ments of ancient manners; but this. is 
not a reaſon for his affirming, that the 
ſuperb city of Babylon was nothing more 
than a large brothel; and that by the 
laws of the country, the women and 
daughters of the Satrapes were enjoined 
to wait for paſſengers in the ſtreets. 
This is far worſe than if we were to ſay, 
that the wives and daughters of the bur- 
gomaſters of Amſterdam were compel- 
led, by the Calviniſt religion, to give 
themſelves up in the Hops to the Dutch 
failors returned from the Eaſt Indies. 
Thus it is that travellers daily miſtake 
an abuſe of the laws for the laws them- 
ſelves ; a barbarous cuſtom of the lower 
claſs of people for a court faſhion. I 
have often heard my uncle ſpeak very 
edifyingly upon this ſubject: he faid; 
that out of a thouſand hundred weight 

: of 
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of ancient ſtories and relations, one could 
not extract ten ounces of truth. 


Obſerve, if you pleaſe, dear reader, 
the malice of the letcher who fo clan- 
deſtinely ſcandalizes the memory of my 
uncle ; he adds to the ſacred text of 
Baruch; he falſifies it to eſtabliſh his 
brothel in the cathedral of Babylon it- 
ſelf. According to the ſacred text of the 
Apocrypha, Baruch ſays, in the Vulgate, 


_ Mulieres autem circumdatæ funibus in vits 
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1 ſedent. Our ſacrilegious adverſary tranſlates 
| this : Women with cords tied about them, 
: 

1 are ſeated in the avenues of the temple. 


The word temple is no where to be 


1 

1 | found in the text. 

' | Can debauchery be carried to ſo great 
'l a pitch as to make the churches the ſeats 
0 of whoredom ?—My uncle's adverſary 
| muſt be a very infamous man. 5 

| | Flad he been willing to juſtify fornica- 
| tion by great examples, he might have 
hit upon the famous right of prelibation, 
| inlaying, jambage, and cutſage, which 
i | the 
1 
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the lords of ſome caſtles had arrogated 
to themſelves in Chriſtendom, in the 
beginning of the fine feodal government. 
Barons, biſhops, and abbes, became le- 
giſlators; and ordained, that in all mar- 
riages within the precincts of their 
caſtles, they ſhould enjoy the firſt nup- 
tial night. It is difficult to aſcertain. 
how far they carried their legiſlative 
power ; whether they contented them- 
ſelves with putting only one thigh into 
the bed of the bride, as when princeſſes 
are married by proxy, or whether they 
put in both thighs. But it is well at- 
teſted, that this right of cuiſage (thigh- 
age), which was at firſt a right of war, 
was afterwards ſold to the vaſſals by ſe- 
cular and regular lords, who wiſely ſug- 
geſted, that with the money ariſing from 
this ſale, they could have handſomer 
girls. 

But above all things, obſerve, dear 
reader, that a whimſical cuſtom eſtabliſh- 


ed 
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| ed on a frontier by ſome banditti, has 
[iſ nothing in common with the laws of 
|| great nations; that the right of cuiſage 
1 | was never approved of by our tribunals ; 
and that none of the enemies of my + 
"oi uncle, however carnally inclined, can 
produce a Babylonian law which order- 

if ed all the court ladies to lie with paſſen- 

it gers. 


- 
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N . . . . . . G. E.. O. . K. N. . . M. A. W. M. . . V. . 


Cc H M 


Of the Alcoran. 


- 


JUR infamous debauchee ſeeks for 

a ſubterfuge among the Turks 

to juſtify the ladies of Babylon. He 
takes the comedy of Harlequin Ulla, for 
a law of the Turks. In the Eaſt, ſays 
he, if a huſband is divorced from his wife, 
be cannot take her again till ſhe has mar- 
ried another man, and paſſed the night with 
him. Our letcher knows no more of the 
Alcoran than he does of Baruch : 
let him read the ſecond chapter of the 
great Arabic book given by the an- 
gel Gabriel, and the forty-fifth para- 
graph of the Sonna, in the ſecond chap- 
ter entitled the Cow, where the pro- 
phet, ever attentive to the ladies, gives 
laws with reſpect to marriage and 
£ dowers : 
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dowers: If ſhall not be a crime, ſays he, 
to be divorced from your wives, provided 
you have never yet touched them, and ya 
have not yet ſtipulated their dowter ; and 
if you ſeparate your ſelves from them, be- 
fore you have touched them, and after hav- 
ing ſettled their dower, you muſt be oblig- 
ed 10 pay them a moiety of their dower, 
Sc. unleſs the new huſband * yer _ 
ing of it. 

« Kiſrom hecbalat doromfet ernam 
e rabola iſrom tamon erg bemin ouldeg 
6 ebort caramoufen, &c.“ 

There is not, perhaps, a more ſaga- 
cious law; they are abuſed ſometimes 
among the Turks, as, indeed, every 
thing is abuſed. But it may be ſaid in 
general, that the laws of the Arabs 
adopted by the Turks, their conquer- 
ors, are at leaſt as ſenſible as the cuſtoms 
of our provinces, which are always con- 
tradictory to each other. 

My uncle held the Turkiſh juriſpru- 
dence in great eſteem, I eaſily perceiv- 

7 _ ed 


* 
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ed in my voyage to Conſtantinople, that 
we are very little acquainted with thoſe 
people, who are ſo near us. Our igno- 
rant Monks are inceſſantly abuſing them. 
They always call their religion ſenſual ; 
yet there is none ſo mortifying to the 
ſenſes. A religion that ordains fix pray- 
"ers a day, abſtinence from wine, the 
moſt rigorous faſts; which forbids all 
games of chance ; which commands each 
individual to give two and a half per 
cent. of his revenue to the poor ; cannot 
certainly be a voluptuous religion, and 
does not flatter, as hath been often ſaid, 
concupiſcence and effeminacy, We 

imagine here, that every Baſhaw has a 
ſeraglio of ſeven hundred wives, three 
hundred concubines, a certain number 
of handſome pages, and as many black 
eunuchs. Theſe are fables worthy of 
us. We ſhould commit to the flames 
every thing that has been hitherto ſaid 
of the Muſſulmen. We ſuppoſe that 
they are ſo many Sardanapalus's, becauſe 
C 2 they 
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they believe only in one god. A learn- 
ed Turk of my acquaintance, called 
Nolmig, is now engaged in a hiſtory of 
his country; and it is progreſſively tranſ- 


lated; whereby the public will ſoon be 


diſabuſed with reſpect to all the errors 


Pr opagated till now, about theſe faithful 


believers, 


CHAP, 
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8 ASM 
Of the Romans. 
OW chaſte was the abbe Bazin L 


how modeſt his commendations ! 
He ſays in a paſſage of his book: I would 
as ſoon believe Dion Caſſius, who avers, 
that the grave ſenators of Rome propoſed a 
decree, whereby Ceſar, who was fifty- 
ſeven years of age, ſhould have the privi- 
lege of enjoying as many women as he 
would. P. 98. 
What is there ſo extraordinary in ſuch 
a decree ? cries our brazen cenſor : he 
finds this very natural; he intends even 
petitioning the parliament to be allowed 
the ſame privilege. I ſhould like to 
know how old he is.—Heavens! what 
a man !—Solomon, who had ſeven hun- 
dred wives, and three hundred concu- 
bines, is nothing, compared to him. 


C3 CHAP. 
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KKK 


C 
On Sodomy. 


ever diſcreet, ever ſagacious 
uncle, conſtantly perſuaded that 
laws could never violate manners, thus 
expreſſes himſelf in the Philoſophy of 
Hiſtory : I would no more believe 
Sextus Empiricus, who ſays that pede- 
raſty was ordained amongſt the Perſians. 
What a pity ! How can we imagine that 
men would make a law, which, if exe- 
cuted, muſt have exterminated the hu- 
man race? On the contrary, pederaſty 


was expreſly forbid in the book of Zend; 


and this we find in the abridgement of 
the Sadder, where it is ſaid, (p. 9.) 
that there is no greater ſin.“ 
Who would, dear reader, believe that 
the foe of my family is not contented 

with 
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with having all the women lie with the 
firſt comers, but that he ſhould artfully 
inſinuate the love of boys? The Teſuits, 
ſays he, have nothing to do with this, 
My dear child, my uncle did not talk 
about the Jeſuits. I know that he was 
at Paris, when the Reverend Father 
Marſi and the Reverend Father Freron 
were excommunicated the college of 
Louis le Grand, for their pranks; but 
this has nothing in common with Sextus 
Empiricus: this writer doubted of every 
thing; but no one doubts of the adven- 

tures of theſe Reverend Fathers. 

Why thus unſeaſonably diſturb their 
manes * you ſay, in your apology , for 
the ſin of Sodom. It is true, that Fa- 
ther Marſi is dead; but Father Freron 
is ſtill alive. Nothing of him but his 
works are defunct; and when we fay, 
that he is every day dead drunk, this is 
only by way of catachrefis, or, if you will, 
by a kind of metonymy. 

| You are pleaſed to quote the diſſerta- 

| 8 tion 
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tion of the late Mr. Matthew Geſner, 


under the title of Socrates ſanctus pede- 


raſtes, Socrates the holy. pederaſt*. This, 
indeed, is intolerable; ſuch a fate may 
befal you as the late M. Deſchatain ex- 
perienced. The abbe Desfontaines eſ- 


caped it. 


It is ſomewhat remarkable, that in 
the hiſtory of the human mind, ſo ma- 


ny windy writers ſhould want caution. 
I have often endeavoured to trace the 


cauſe. It appears to me, that the gentle- 


men of this ſtamp are, for the moſt 


part, arrant ſlovens, expelled the col- 
leges, and never able to gain admittance 
to the company of the ladies. Theſe poor 


 wretches, urged by their filthy calls, 


gratify themſelves with their printers- 


devils who bring them their proofs, or 


with the ſhoe-black at the corner of the 


* Who can credit it, dear reader? This is 
printed in the 209th p. of M. Toxotes's book, 
entitled, Supplement de la Philsſophie de P Hiſ- 
toire, 


ſtreet. 


* 
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ſtreet. This was preciſely the caſe of that 
Ex- Jeſuit Desfontaines, predeceſſor to 
the Ex-Jeſuit FreronZ. 
| Art thou not, friend, aſhamed to col- 
le& all this filth in a Supplement to the 
Philoſophy of Hiſtory ? Is it the hiſtory 
of Sodomy that you are inclinable to 
write? There will, fays he, be occafion 
to mention this again im another work, He 
has recourſe to an Aſſyrian, named Bar- 
dezanus, who faid, that among the 
Welch, all the young boys were addic- 
ted to this infamous practice. Para de 
Gallois oi neoi j;amontai. Shocking! Dare 
you blend ſuch wickedneſs with the 
decent wiſdom which my uncle piqued 


+ See the following epigram in the Antologie 
Frangoiſe : 
Un Ramoneur a face bazanee, | 
Le fer en main, les yeux ceints d'un bandeau, 
S'allait gliſſant dans une cheminee, | 
Quand de Sodome un antique bedeau, 
Vint endoſſer ſa figure incline, &c. 
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himſelf upon? Dare you thus inſult 
the ladies, and want ſo much re- 
ſpect for the auguſt Empreſs of Ruſ- 
ſia, to whom I dedicated the learned 


and inſtructive book of the late abbe 
Bazin ? 


CHAP. 
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CH. A £3. 
On Inceſt. 


AV uncle's cruel adverſary is not 
ſatisfied with having denied Pro- 
vidence, with adopting the- ridiculous 
fables of Herodotus againſt right reaſon, 
with having falſified Baruch and the Al- 
coran, with having apologized for .Bro- 
thels and Sodomy ; he would even cano- 
nize inceſt, The abbe Bazin was al- 
ways convinced that inceſt in the firſt . 
degree, that is to ſay, between father 
and daughter, mother and ſon, was ne- 
ver allowed among any poliſhed nations. 
Paternal authority and filial reſpect 
would thereby be too much hurt, Na- 
ture, ſtrengthened with a proper educa- 
tion, revolts at it with horror. Among 
the Jews, a man might marry his ſiſter. 
When 
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When Ammon, the ſon of David, ra- 


viſhed his ſiſter Thamar, David's daugh- 


ter, Thamar literally ſays: Do not make 


me commit ſuch follies, for I ſhould endure 
the ſcandal, and you would paſs for a fool ; 


but aſk me of the king my father in mar- 


riage, and he will not refuſe you. 

This cuſtom is ſomewhat contrary to 
Leviticus; but contradictions are often 
reconciled. The Athenians, the Egyp- 
tians, and the Perſians, wedded their 
uterine ſiſters. This was not allowed 
among the Romans ; they could not even 
marry their nieces. The emperor Clau- 
dius was the only one who could obtain 
this favour from the ſenate. Amongſt 
us, who are ſeparated from Barbarians, 
we may marry a niece with the per- 
miſſion of the Pope, on paying the uſual 
tax, which, I believe, amounts to for- 
ty thouſand little crowns, including the 
contingent expences. I always heard, 
that it coſt M. de Montmartel no more 
than eighty thouſand livres. I have 
| | known 
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known thoſe who have lain with their 
nieces at a cheaper rate. In fine, the 
pope has inconteſtably by divine right, 
the power of diſpenſing with all laws. 
My uncle even thought, that, upon a 
prefling emergency, his holineſs might 
allow a brother to marry his ſiſter, par- 
ticularly if it tended to the emolument 
of the church; for my uncle was a very 
obedient ſervant to the pope. 

As to the diſpenſation for wedding a 
father or mother, he thought it a very 
embarraſſing caſe; and he doubted, if 
I may be allowed the expreſſion, whe- 
ther the divine right of the holy father 
extended ſo far. We have not, I think, 
any example of this kind in modern hiſ- 
mo. | 

Ovid, indeed, ſays in his beautiful 
Metamorphoſes : . 


 Gentes tamen efſe feruntur, 
In quibus & nato genitrix & nata parenti 
Jungitur, & pictas geminato creſcit amore. 
Ovid had doubtleſs in view the Per- 
ſian- 
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ſian-Babylonians, whom the Romans, 
their adverſaries, accuſed of this infamous 
practice. | 

The advocate of the ſins of the fleſh, 
who has wrote againſt my uncle, defies 
him to produce another paſſage than that 
of Catullus. What is the conſequence ? 
That only one accuſer againſt the Perſians 
ſhould be found, and therefore they 
ſhould not be pronounced guilty. But 
it is ſufficient, that one author ſhould 
have given credit to a falſe report, for 
twenty others to be his echoes. The 
Hungarians, at this hour, reproach the 
Turks with a thouſand things that are 
not a whit better founded, 

Grotius himſelf, in his tolerably ill 
written book upon the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, goes ſo far as to quote the fable 
of Mahomet's pigeon. There is a luſt 
inherent in mankind, to make their ene- 
mies odious and ridiculous. + 

Our adverſary has, certainly, not read 
an extract of the Zenda Vaſta of Zo- 
roaſter, 
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roaſter, communicated in Surat to Lordius, 
by one of thoſe Magii, who ſtill ſubſiſt. 
The Ignicoles have always been allowed 

five wives; but it is expreſly ſaid, that 
they have ever been forbid to marry their 
couſins. Here is proof poſitive. Taver- 
nier in his fourth book acknowledges, 
that this truth was confirmed to him by 
another of the Magi, 
Why then ſhould our inceſtuous an- 

tagoniſt be diſpleaſed, that the abbe Bazin 
has defended the ancient Perſians ? Why. 
does he ſay, that it was cuſtomary for 
them to lie with their mothers ? What 
advantage would he reap from this? 
Would he introduce this faſhion in our fa- 
milies ? Let him be contented with the 
good fortunes of Babylon. 
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CHAP. VII. 


on Beſtiality, and the Goat of the Sab- 
bath. 


'Y uncle's barbarous foe was 
wanting in no ſin but beſtiality ; 
and he is, at length, convicted of it. 


The abbe Bazin was deeply read in the 
| hiſtory of ſorcery, from Jannes and 
Mambres, counſellors to the king, and 


ſorcerers at the court of Pharaoh, down 
to the Reverend Father Gerrard, juridi- 

cally accuſed of having poſſeſſed Made- 
moiſelle Cadiers of the devil, by blow- 
ing upon her. He was perfectly ac- 
quainted with all the different grada- 
tions through which the Sabbath, and 


the adoration of the goat, had paſſed. 


It is greatly to be lamented that his ma- 
nuſcripts are loſt. He ſays a word up- 
N 4 
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on theſe great ſecrets in the Philoſophy 
of Hiſtory. The goat with which it ts 
\ ſuppoſed the ſorcereſſes copulated, ſprung 
from that ancient connection the Fews had 
with the goats in the deſert, with: Which 
they are reproached in Leviticus. 

| Obſerve, if you pleaſe, the diene 
and modeſty of my. uncle. He does not 
ſay that the ſorcereſſes copulated with a 


goat; he ſays they were ſuppoſed to r 3 


pulate. 

Hereupon my 3 grows 25 
Warm as a Calabrian for his Soat, and 5 
with animals, quotes away e, 
Plutarch to prove the ladies of the dy- 
naſty of Mendes publicly lay with goats. 
See how he would juſtify. the Jewiſh 
women by the Mendeſian women! Where 


will he carry his inſults againſt the la» 


| dies? He is not ſatisfied with proſtituting 
the princeſſes of Babylon to muleteers, 
but he gives the princeſſes of Mendes - 

D © goats 
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goats for lovers. I expect he will come 
to the Pariſian ladies next. 
It is true, and with grief I acknow- 
ledge it, that Leviticus reproaches the 
Jewiſh ladies who wandered in the de- 
ſert with this crime. I ſhall fay in their 
Juſtification, that they could not waſh 
themſelves in a country that was entirely 
deſtitute of water, and where the inha- 
bitants are ſtill obliged to have it brought 
them upon camels backs. They could 
neither change cloaths nor ſhoes, as they 
wore the ſame cloaths forty years ſucceſ- 
ſively. They had no ſhifts; and the 
goats of the country might very well 
have taken them for ſhe-goats by their 
ſmell. This odoriferous ſimilitude might 
alſo, probably, have laid the foundation for 
a little gallantry between the two ſpecies. 
My uncle is of opinion, that this hap- 
pened very rarely in the deſert, as he 
had proved that ſuch connections occur 
extremely ſeldom, notwithſtanding what 
has been ſaid to the contrary. But it ap- 
peared 
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peared to him very evident, indeed, 
that ſome Jewiſh ladies had been guilty 
of this fin. What is ſaid in Leviticus 
removes all manner of doubt. They 
would not have been reproached with a- 
morous intrigues, had they not been guil- 
ty of them. And let them offer no more 
to the hairy creatures, with which they 
have fornicated. Lev. chap: xvii. Women 
ball not commit fornication with beaſts. 
Chap. xix. The woman who has ſerved as 
a ſuccubus to a beaſt, ſhall be puniſhed with 
the beaſt, and their blood ſhall fall again 
upon them. Chap. 20. 

This remarkable expreſſion, therr blood 
ſhall fall again upon them, evidently proves, 
that beaſts were thought then to 
have ſome intelligence. The ſerpent 
and the ſhe- aſs had not only ſpoke, but 


God, after the deluge, had made a- part 
an alliance with the beaſts. Hence it 
is that very illuſtrious commentators 
think, that the puniſhment of beaſts 
which had overcome women, is very 
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analogous with all that is ſaid of beaſts 
in the holy ſcripture. They were ſuſ- 
ceptible of good and evil, As to the 
hairy creatures, it is believed in all the 
Eaſt that they were monkies. But it is 
certain, that the people of the Eaſt are 
deceived in this; for there are no monkies 


jn the deſerts of Arabia. They are too 


cunning to come into a barren country, 
whither proviſions muſt be brought from 
a great diſtance. By hairy creatures 
we can, therefore, underſtand nothing 


but he-goats. 


It is certain, that the c6habitation of 


forcereſſes with he- goats; the cuſtom of 


kiſſing their poſteriors, which has be- 
come a proverb; the circular dance round 
the goat; the little ſlaps given him with 
vervain; and all the ceremony of theſe 
orgia came from the Jews, who borrow- 
ed them of the Egyptians, for the Jews 
never invented any thing. 

I am in poſſeſſion of a Jewiſh manu- 
ſcript, which I believe is upwards of 
two 
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two thouſand years old; it appears to 
me, that the original muſt be dated from 
the time of the firſt or ſecond Ptolomy ; 
It is a detail of all the ceremonies of the 
| adoration of the goat; and it was pro- 
| bably from a copy of this work, that 
thoſe who were addicted to magic, have 
compoſed what is called the Grimoire, 
or Conjuring-book. A grandee of Spain 
offered me a hundred louiſd'ors for it, but 
I would not have let him had it for two 
hundred. In this work the he-goat is 
conſtantly called the hatry creature. It 
would eaſily refute all the hypercriticiſms 
of my uncle's antagoniſt. 
In a word, I am glad to inform the 

moſt remote poſterity, that a very learn- 
ed man, having in this chapter found 
that Mr. Vas convicted of beſtia- 


lity, wrote on the margin, Read W 
(brutal- ca: | 
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analogous with all that is ſaid of beaſts 
in the holy ſcripture. T hey were ſuſ- 
ceptible of good and evil. As to the 
hairy creatures, it is believed in all the 
Eaſt that they were monkies. But it is 
certain, that the people of the Eaſt are 
deceived in this; for there are no monkies 


in the deſerts of Arabia. They are too 


cunning to come into a barren country, 
whither proviſions muſt be brought from 
a great diſtance. By hairy creatures 


we can, therefore, underſtand nothing 


but he-goats. 
It is certain, that the cohabitation of 


ſorcereſſes with he-goats; the cuſtom of 


kiſſing their poſteriors, which has be- 
come a proverb; the circular dance round 
the goat ; the little ſlaps given him with 
vervain; and all the ceremony of theſe 
orgia came from the Jews, who borrow- 
ed them of the Egyptians, for the Jews 
never invented any thing. 

I am in poſſeſſion of a Jewiſh manu- 
ſcript, which I believe is upwards of 
two 
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two thouſand years old; it appears to 
me, that the original muſt be dated from 
the time of the firſt or ſecond Ptolomy ; 
It is a detail of all the ceremonies of the 

adoration of the goat; and it was pro- 
| bably from a copy of this work, that 
thoſe who were addicted to magic, have 
compoſed what is called the Grimoire, 
or Conjuring-book. A grandee of Spain 
offered me a hundredlouiſd'ors for it, but 
I would not have let him had it for two 
hundred, In this work the he-goat is 
conſtantly called the hairy creature. It 
would eaſily refute all the bypercriticiſms 
of my uncle's antagoniſt. 
In a word, I am glad to inform the 
moſt remote poſterity, that a very learn 
ed man, having in this chapter found 
that Mr. ——— was convicted of beſtia- 


ly, wrote on the margin, Read _ 
(brutal- — foes 
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„„ 
Of Abraham and Ninon LEnclos. 


HE abbé Bazin was convinced 
with Onkelos, and all the eaſtern 
Jews, that Abraham was about 135 years of 
age when he left Chaldea. It is of little 
conſequence to know the preciſe age of 
the father of the believers. When God 
ſhall judge us all in the valley of Jehoſa- 
phat, he will not, probably, puniſh us 
for having been bad chronologiſts, like 
my uncle's reviler. He will be puniſhed 
for his vanity, inſolence, brutality, and 
calumny, and not for being deficient of 
common ſenſe, and having tired the la- 
dies. 

It is very true, that it is faid in ene 
that Abraham came out of Aran in Me- 
ſopotamia in the 75th year of his age, 
after 
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after the death of his father Thareus the 
potter. But it is alſo ſaid in Geneſis, 
that Thareus having begot him at 70 
years of age, lived till 205; it is there- 
fore neceſſary, that one of theſe paſſages 
ſhould be explained by the other, If 
Abraham came out of Chaldea after the 
death of Thareus, when he was 205 
years old, it is evident, that Abraham 
was juſt 23 5 years old when he ſet out 
upon his travels, | | 
Our dull antagoniſt propoſes another 
ſyſtem to avoid the difficulty; he calls 
Philo the Jew to his aid ; ; and he thinks 
to ring the changes upon my dear read- 
ers, in ſaying, that the city of Aran 
is the ſame as Carres. I am very cer- 
tain of the contrary, and I have veri- 
| fied it upon the ſpot. But I beg to 
know, what connection has the city of 
Carres with the age of Abraham and 
Sarah? 
My uncle has been again 4 how 
D4 could 
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could Abraham, after leaving Meſopo- 
tamia, make himſelf heard at Mem- 
phis? My uncle anſwered, that he 
knew nothing of the matter; that he 
did not trouble himſelf about it; that 
he believed all that was in the holy ſcrip- 
ture, without endeayouring to explain 
it; and that it was the buſineſs of the 
gentlemen of the Sorbonne, who are 
never miſtaken. 

What is of much more conſequence, 
is the impiety with which our mortal 
foe compares Sarah, the wife of the fa- 
ther of the believers, with the famous 
Ninon L'Enclos. He aſks how it could 
come to paſs, that Sarah being 75 years 
old, going from Sichem to Memphis 
upon her aſs in ſearch of corn, ſhould 
captiyate the heart of the king of ſuperb 
Egypt, and ſhould afterwards make the 
ſame impreſſion upon the little king of 
Gerar in the deſert of Arabia? He an- 
ſwers this. difficulty by the example of 
Ninon. We know, ſays he, that at 80 

; | years 
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gears of age Ninon was capable of inſpiring 
the abb Gedoin with ſuch ſentiments as ſeem 

only compatible with youth or the age of vi. 

rility. You muſt own, dear reader, that 

this is a very pleaſant manner of explain- 
ing holy writ ; he has a mind to divert 

Himſelf, and fancies he has hit upon 

the bon ten. He wants to imitate my 

uncle; but when a certain animal with 

long ears wants to give his paw like a 

lap-dog, you know in what manner he 

is treated. 

Hue is equally miſtaken in regard to 

modern hiſtory, as he is with reſpect to 
ancient. No one is more capable of 
giving an account of the latter years of 

Mademoiſelle L'Enclos than myſelf, and 

which in no reſpect reſembled thoſe 

of Sarah. I am her legatee. I ſaw her 
in her latter days, and ſhe was as dry as 

a mummy. It is true, that the abbe 

Gedoin was preſented to her, juſt upon 

his quitting the Jeſuits college; but not 

far the ſame reaſons as Desfontaines and 
| Freron 
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Freron retired from it. I ſometimes ac- 
companied the abbé in his viſits to her, 
when he had no other lodging but my 
houſe. - He was far from being ſuſcepti- 
ble of any deſires for a decrepid wrinkled 
beldame, whoſe bones were covered 
with only a yellow ſkin, that bordered 
| ſomewhat upon black. | 
This extravagance was not imputed to 
the abbe de Gedoin, but to the abbe de 
Chateauneuf, brother to him who had 
been embaſſador at Conſtantinople. Cha- 
teauneuf had indeed conceived a deſire 
of lying with her 20 years before. She 
was {till tolerably handſome at 60. She 
ſmiling gave him a rendezvous for a cer- 
tain day of the month. And why do 
you fix on that day particularly? ſaid 
the abbe Chateauneuf. Becauſe, ſaid 
the, I ſhall then be 60 years old, This 
s the truth of this ſtory, which has been 
ſo induſtriouſly propagated, and which 
the abbe de Chateauneuf, my god- father, 
to whom I am indebted for being a 
chriſtian, 
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chriſtian, often related to me in my in- 
fancy, to form my mind and properly 
diſpoſe my heart; but Mademoiſelle 
L'Enclos did not expect to be one day 
compared to Sarah, in a libel 8 
my uncle. 

Though Abraham did not pur me in 
his will, and Ninon L'Enclos thought 
proper to notice me in her's, I ſhall 
nevertheleſs leave her here for the 
father of the believers. I am neceſſitated 


to acquaint the abbe Tou, my uncle's _. 


calumniator, with the ſentiments of all 
the Guebrians whom I met with in my 
travels, 5p hey call him Ebrahim, and 
give him the ſurname of Zerateułt, that 
is, our Zoroaſter. It is certain, that 
there are diſperſed Guebrians, who 
were never blended with other nations, 
governed in Aſia before the ſettlement 
of the Jewiſh clan; and that Abraham 
came from Chaldea, as it is fo ſaid in 
the Pentateuch. The abbe Bazin 

f flathomed 
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fathomed this matter to its depth. He 
often ſaid to me, Nephew, we are not 
ſufficiently acquainted with the Gue- 
brians, nor with Ebrahim; let me ad- 
viſe you to read with attention the Zen- 
fda Veſta, and the Vedam. 
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c n Fn 


_ Of Thebes, Boſſuet, and Rollin. 


AIV uncle, as I have before ſaid, 
1 was fond of the marvellous and 
fiction in poetry ; but he deteſted it in 
hiſtory ; he could not bear that fabulous 
ſtory-tellers ſhould be ranked with a 
Tacitus, a Gregory de Tours, or a Ra- 
pin de Toiras. He was in his youth ſe- 
duced by the brilliant ſtyle of Boſſuet's 
Diſcourſe upon Univerſal Hiſtory. But 
when he had ſtudied a little hiſtory and 
men, he found that moſt authors were 
only deſirous of printing agreeable hes, 
and to aſtoniſh their readers with incre- 
dible adventures. Every thing was 

wrote upon the plan of Amadis. My 
uncle laughed when he ſaw Rollin copy 
Boſſuet word for word, and Boſſuet copy 
7 the 


'- _ „ — 
PFF 
, —— I 
a + "ay 


Sd LEES 


7 * 5 


— 


— SA 2 4 


DV, = mat * * * * 4 * — — » . 
3 — — — Ix . — 4 — — REES e ba 


- — * * _— 
= * EFT SE: 
ESD ons ut 


„ > = 
— —ͤ— 
8 * th. 
BS: 3 a 
—— ST — >. 4 , 
—— 5 <p . 
* ” 2 
. mg 


WE 


— — 
. 5 


46 DEFENCE or MY UNCLE. 


the ancients, who relate, that ten thou= 


ſand warriors fallied out from each of 
the hundred gates of Thebes, beſides 
two hundred armed chariots from each 
gate, which would amount ts a million 
of ſoldiers in a ſingle city, without reckon- 
ing the drivers and warriors in the cha- 


riots, who muſt have been four thou- 
ſand men more, reckoning only two per- 


ſons to each chariot. 

It was very juſtly obſerved by my 
uncle, that this city of Thebes muſt 
have contained five or ſix million of in- 
habitants, to furniſh ſuch a number of 


. warriors : he knew that there are not at 
preſent above three millions of inhabi- 
tants in Egypt; he knew that Diodorus 
of Sicily did not allow any more in 
his time; ſo that he diminiſhed greatly 


all the exaggerations of antiquity. 
He doubted the exiſtence of one Se- 
ſoſtris, who ſet out from Egypt to con- 


quer the whole world with fix thouſand 


men and twenty-ſeven thouſand warlike 
| | chariots, 
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chariots. Such a ſtory he thought 
worthy of Picrocole in Rabelais. The 
preparations made for this conqueſt of 
the whole world appeared to Him ſtill 
more ridiculous. The father of Sefoſtris 
had deſtined his ſon for this fine expes 
dition upon the faith of a dream; for 
at that time dreams were certain inſtruc- 
tions ſent from heaven, and the foun- 


dation of all undertakings, The good 


man, whoſe name is not even mention- 
ed, thought proper to diſpoſe of all the 
children born on the ſame day as his 
ſon, to aſſiſt him in the conqueſt of the 


earth, and become ſo many heroes. He 


did not allow them to breakfaſt till they 
had run eighty furlongs at one breath: 
this is a good race in a boggy country 
where people ſink to the middle of their 
legs at every pace, and where almoſt all 
correſpondence is carried on by boats 

upon the canals. 5 
What ſays my uncle's ee 
critic ? Inſtead of feeling all the ridicule 
of 
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of this ſtory, he enters into a compara- 
tive computation of the great and little 
ſtadium, and thinks he has proved that the 


little boys deſtined to conquer the world 


ran only one half, three of our great 
leagues, before breakfaſt. 

It is, indeed, neceſſary to know pre- 
ciſely whether Seſoſtris reckoned accord- 
ing to the great or little ſtadium; he 
who never heard ſuch a word mention- 
ed, it being a Grecian meaſure, Thus 
ridiculous are ſcholiaſts and commenta- 
tors; he confines himſelf to the arbitra- 
ry explanation of an uſeleſs word, and 
forgets the ground-work of the argu- 
ment. The point in queſtion is to un- 
deceive men with regard to fables in 
which they have been nurſed for ſo ma- 


ny years. My uncle weighs probabili- 


ties in the ſcale of reaſon; he makes his 
readers judge by the criterion of good 
ſenſe, and yet the great and little ſtadium 


are brought into play. 


I will again acknowledge, that my 
uncle 
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uncle raiſed his ſhoulders when he read 
in Rollin, that Xerxes had given the ſea 
three hundred laſhes with a whip ; that 
he had thrown into the Helleſpont a pair 
of fetters to manacle that ſea; that he 
had wrote a threatening letter to mount 
Athos; and, in fine, that when he arriv- 
ed at the paſs of Thermopylæ, too nar- 
row for two men to go a-breaſt, he was 
followed by 5,280,220 perſons, accord- 
ing to the veridical and exact Herodotus, 
When he read theſe tales of Mother- 
gooſe, he always ſaid, Not ſo faſt, not fo 
faſt, He ſaid Herodotus was in the 
right to amuſe and flatter the Greeks 
with thoſe romances, and Rollin was to 
blame not to reduce them to their juſt 
value in writing, for Frenchmen of the 
eighteenth century. 5 
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E 


Of the prieſts, or prophets, or ſchoen of 
Egypt. 


ES, Barbarian, the prieſts of Egypt 
were called Schoen, and they are 
called by no other name in Geneſis; and 
this name is rendered by the Vulgate 
Sacerdos. But what ſignify names? If 
thou hadſt known how to profit by the 
Philoſophy of my uncle, thou wouldſt 
3 for the functions of theſe 
ſelioen, their ſciences, their impoſtures; 
thou wouldſt have endeavoured to learn 
whether a ſchoen was always in Egypt 
a man of conſtituted dignity, as is with 
us a biſhop, and even an arch-deacon ; 
or whether ſometimes the title of ſchoen 
was arrogated, like that of abbe among 
us; whether a ſchoen, on account of 
having 
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having been preceptor to a great lord, and 
nouriſhed in his houſe, had a right to 
attack, with impunity, the living and 
the dead, and to write, without any 
kind of ſenſe, againſt the Egyptians, 
who were reputed to have ſome, 

I do not doubt but there have been 
very learned men among the ſchoen ; for 
inſtance, thoſe who made a trial of mi- 
racles with Moſes, who changed all the 
waters of Egypt into blood, who cover- 
ed all the country with frogs, who went 
ſo far as to create lice, but who could 
not get rid of them; for in the Hebrew 
text we find, they did ſo, but they could 
not drive away the lice, The Vulgate 
treats them ſtill more ſeverely; for it is 
there ſaid, they could not even produce 
lice. 

I know not whether thou art a ſchoen, 
and if thou canſt work ſuch curious mi- 
racles; for it is ſaid, thou art deeply in- 
itiated in the myſteries of the ſchoen of 
St. Medard ; but I ſhould always prefer 

e 1 
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a gentle, modeſt, decent ſchoen, to a 
ſchoen who injures his neighbour ; to a 
ſchoen who quotes falſely, and reaſons 
upon his quotation ; to a ſchoen who is 
fo ſcandalous as to ſay, the abbe Bazin 
was but little converſant with Greek, 
becauſe his printer omitted a ſigma, and 
put oi for ei. 

Ah! my fon, when calumny againſt 
the dead is carried to this pitch, nothing 


can atone for it but penance the reſt of 
one's days. 


CHAP. 
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e 4. , 
Of the temple of Tyre. 


Shall paſs over in filence an infinite 

. number of trifling errors committed 
by the ſchoen ſo enraged at my uncle; 
but I beg, dear reader, that I may be 
allowed to obſerve to you, how evil- 
minded he is. The abbe Bazin had ſaid, 
that the temple of Hercules at Tyre, 
was not one of the moſt ancient temples, 
The young ladies, who warm from the 
comic opera, ſing at ſupper Mr. Collet's | 
pretty airs; the young officers, and even 
the counſellors of the grand chamber, 
with Meſſieurs the Farmers-general, and 
all what is called good company at Paris, 
are, perhaps, very little ſolicitous to 
know in what year the temple of Her- 
cules was built. My uncle knew it. 
= His 
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His implacable perſecutor goes no far- 


ther than ſaying, that it was as old as the 
city. This 1s no anſwer ; he ſhould have 
told us in what year the city was built. 
This is a very important object to the 
preſent ſtate of Europe. Theſe are the 
words of the abbe Bazin : 

e Tt is ſaid in the annals of China, that 


the firſt emperors ſacrificed in a temple. 


That of Hercules at Tyre does not 
ſeem to be the moſt ancient. Hercu- 
les was never conſidered by any people 
but as a ſecond rate divinity ; never- 
theleſs, the temple of Tyre is much 
older than that of Judea. Hiram had 


a very magnificent one, when Solo- 


mon, with Hiram's aſſiſtance, built 
his own. Herodotus, who travelled 
among the Tyrians, ſays, that in his 
time, according to the archives of 
Tyre, this * had been built only 

2, 300 years.“ 
Hence it is evident, that the temple 
of Tyre was antecedent to that of Solo- 
| mon 
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mon only about a dozen years, This 
cannot be called very remote antiquity, 
as all wiſe men muſt agree. Alas! all 
our antiquities are little more than yeſ- 
terday : it is but 4,600 years ſince a 
temple was erected at Tyre. You are 
ſenſible, friendly reader, what a trifling 
affair 4,600 years is in the whole reyolu- 
tion of ages, what a trifling affair we 
are, and particularly how trifling an affair 
is an imperious pedant. 

As to the divine Hercules, god of 
Tyre, who deflowered fifty damſels in 
one night, my uncle calls him a ſecond 
rate god. Not that he could have met 
with any other god of the Gentiles that 
could have done more, but he had very 
good reaſons for believing, that all the 
gods of antiquity, even thoſe who were 
majorum gentium, were only ſecond rate 
gods, over whom preſided the God who 
formed and preſided over the univerſe, 
the Deus optimus of the Romans, the 
Knef of the Egyptians, the Jabo of the 

E 4 Phenicians, 
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Phenicians, the Mitra of the Babylo- 
nians, the Zeus of the Greeks, maſter 
of the gods and men, the Fezad of the 
ancient Perſians, My uncle, who was 
an adorer of the Divinity, was well 
pleaſed to ſee the univerſe adore one only 
God, notwithſtanding the abominable 
ſuperſtition wherein all the ancient na- 
tions, except the Chineſe, were im- 
merſed, 


CHAP, 
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c H 4&4 Þ. 
Of the Chineſe. 


AKXTHENCE ariſes this implacable 
| | fury of our adverſary againſt the 
Chineſe, and all the ſenſible people of 
Europe, who do juſtice to them? The 
Barbarian does not heſitate ſaying, that 
little philoſophers only allow ſuch a remote 
antiquity to China, to invalidate the ſcrip- 
fure. 

What! was it to invalidate the ſcrip- 
ture, that the archbiſhop of Navarette, 
Gonzales de Mendoza, Hemmingius, 

Louis de Guſman, Semmedo, and all the 
| miſſionaries, without a fingle exception, 
agree in ſhewing, that the Chineſe muſt 
have been united in a body as a people 
for upwards of 5000 years? What! 
was it to inſult the chriſtian religion, 
TT that 
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that latterly father Paremin ſo evidently 
refuted the chimera of a ſuppoſed colony 
ſent from Egypt to China? Shall we 


never be tired at the extremity of our 


weſtern lands, to diſpute with the people 
of the Eaſt their titles, arts, and cuſtoms? 


My uncle was much irritated at this 


kind of abſurd temerity, But how ſhall 
we reconcile the Hebrew text with the 
Samaritan? In faith, ſaid my uncle, juſt 
as well as you can; but do not ridicule 
the Chineſe ; let them remain in peace as 


| they do you, 


Liſten then, cruel foe, to my uncle ; 
anſwer, if thou canſt, the argument 


which he ſo vigorouſly maintained in his 


pamphlet of eight volumes, upon gene- 
ral hiſtory. My uncle was as learned as 


thou art; but he was better learned, as 


Montagne has it; or if thou wilt, he was 
as ignorant as thou art, (for, in fact, 
what do we know ?) but he reaſoned, 
he did not compile. Here is a ſpecimen 
of his powerful reaſoning, in the firſt 

volume 


| 
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volume of that Eſſay upon Hiſtory, where 


he ridicules many hiſtories. 


« After all, of what conſequence i is it 
whether thoſe hiſtories always compre- 
hend an exact chronology ? I am will- 


ing that we ſhould be ignorant of the 


preciſe period in which Charlemain liv- 
ed, as long as it 1s Certain, that he made 
vaſt conqueſts with great armies : it is 
certain, that he muſt have been born in 
a populous nation, formed into a body 


of people by a long ſucceſſion of "ages. 


Wherefore, then, as the Emperor Hiao, 
who inconteſtably lived upwards of 2,400 
years before our #ra, conquered all the 


country of the Corea, it cannot be doubt- 


ed that his people were of the moſt re- 
mote antiquity. Moreover, the Chineſe 
invented a cycle, a computation which 
begins 2,602 years before our own. Is 
it for us to diſpute with them a chrono- 


logy univerſally received among them ; 
for us, who have ſixty different ſyſtems to 
reckon 


60 DEFENCE or MY UNCLE. 


reckon ancient times, and therefore have 

not a ſingle one ? 
Men do not multiply ſo eaſily as is 
imagined. One third of the children born, 
die before they attain their tenth year. 
The calculators upon the propagation of 
the human ſpecies haye obſerved, that 
favourable circumſtances muſt occur for 
a nation to increaſe one twentieth part 
in a century ; and it frequently happens, 
that the people diminiſh inſtead of in- 
creaſe, Learned chronologiſts have cal- 
culated, that a ſingle family, after the 
deluge, being conſtantly employed in 
population, and their children purſuing 
the ſame vocation, there were, at the 
end of 250 years, more inhabitants than 
now cover the carth. The Talmud and 
the Thouſand and One Nights fall far 
ſhort of ſuch abſurdity. Children are 
not thus begot with the ſtroke of a pen. 
Obſerve* our colonies, obſerve the im- 
menſe archipelagos of Aſia, which pro- 
duce no emigrants ; the Maldivia, the 
7 Philippine 
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Philippine and Molucca iſlands, have not 
| a ſufficient number of inhabitants. All 
this is a freſh proof of the very remote 
antiquity of the population of China.” 
No anſwer can be given to this, my 
friend. "420 

Again, my uncle reaſoned in this 
manner: Abraham went into Egypt 
with his wife to fetch corn in the year 
ſaid to be the 1917th before our ra, 
which makes juſt 3714 years, being 428 
years after the univerſal deluge. He 
goes to find the king of Egypt; he meets 


with kings every where, at Sodom, Go- 


morrah, Gbrar, Salem; Babel was al- 
ready built 314 years before Abraham's 
journey into Egypt. Now, as there 
were ſo many kings, and as ſuch fine 
towers were erected, it is evident, that 
many centuries muſt have elapſed.“ This 
is what the abbe Bazin ſtuck to, and 


he left the reader to draw his conclu- 
ſions. 


What 
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What a diſcreet man was the abbe Ba- 
zin ! likewiſe had he lived familiarly 
with Jerome Clarre, Guillaume Vade, the 
late Mr. Ralph, the author of Candide, 
and ſeveral other great perſonages of this 
century. Tell me who are thy compa- 
nions, and I will tell thee who thou 
art. 
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C HA aL 
Of India and of the Vedam. 


HE abbe Bazin, before his death, 

ſent to the king's library the moſt 
precious manuſcript to be met with in 
all the Eaſt. It is an ancient commen- 
tary of a Bramin named $humonton, up- 
on the Vedam, which was the ſacred book 
of the ancient Brachmans. This manu- 
ſcript was inconteſtably written at the 
time when the ancient religion of the 
Gymnoſophiſts began to be corrupted : 
it is, after our holy books, the moſt 
reſpectable monument of the belief of the 
Unity of God; it is entitled, Ezour Ve- 
dam, that is to ſay, the true Vedam, the 
Vedam explained, the pure Vedam. There 
can be no doubt of its having been writ- 
ten before Alexander's expedition to In- 


dla, 
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dia, as long before Alexander, the an- 


| cient Bramin or Abramin religion 


had been corrupted by ſuperſtition and 
fables. Theſe ſuperſtitions had even pe- 
netrated into China, in the time of Con- 
fucius, who lived about 300 years be- 
fore Alexander. The author of the 
Ezour Vedam combats all theſe ſuper- 
ſtitions, which began to appear in his 
time, Now, a great number of years 
muſt have been neceflary for their mak- 
ing their way into India and China ; 
wherefore, when we ſuppoſe that this 
ſcarc2 manuſcript was written about 400 
years before the conqueſt of one part of 
India by Alexander, we ate not very 
diſtant from the truth. | 

Shumonton oppoſes every kind of idola- 
try, with which the Indians then began 
to be infected; and what is very im- 
portant is, that he repeats the very words 


of the Vedam, of which no man in Eu- 


rope was before acquainted with a ſingle 
paſſage. Theſe then are the expreſſions 


: of 
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of the Vedam, attributed to Brama, and 
quoted in the Ezour Vedam. Tt is the 
Supreme Being that has created every thing, 
the ſenſible and the inſenſible, There have been 
four different ages ; every thing per ſhes at 
the end of each age ; every thing 1s over flow= 
ed, and the deluge is a peſage 1 one age 
fo another, &c. 

When God exifted alone, BY no other 
being exiſted with him, he formed the deſign 
of creating the world, He at firſt created 
time, then water and earth; and by the 
mixture of the ſiue elements, namely, earth, 
water, fire, air, and light, he formed the 
different bodies, and gave them earth for 
their baſis. He made this globe we inha- 
bit in an oval form like an egg. In the 
center of the earth is the higheſt of all moun- 
tains, named Merou (Imaiis). Adimo 
(which was the name of the firſt man) came 
out of the hands of God. Pocriti was the 
name of his wife, Of Adimo was born 
Brama, who was the legiſlator of nations, 
and the father of the Bramins.  _ 
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A proof equally forcible, that this 
book was written long before Alexander 
is, that the names of the rivers and moun- 
tains of India, are the ſame as in the 
Hanſcrit, which is the ſacred language 
of the Bramins. We do not find in the 


 Ezour Vedam, one ſingle name that the 


Greeks gave to the countries they con- 
quered. India is called Samboudipo, 
the Ganges Zauoubi, mount Imaiis, - 
Merou, &c. . 

Our antagoniſt, jealous of the ſervice 
the abbe Bazin has done to letters, to 
religion, and his country, leagues with 
the moſt implacable enemy of our dear 
country, our letters, and our religion, 
Doctor Warburton (become, I know not 
how, biſhop of Glouceſter) the commen- 
tator of Shakeſpear, and author of a deal 


of lumber againſt the immortality of the 


ſoul, under the name of the Divine Le- 
gation of Moſes. He quotes an objection 
of this brave heretical prieſt againſt the 
opinion of the abbe Bazin, who was a 


[ 


good 
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good catholic, and againſt conviction, 
that the Ezour Vedam was written before 
Alexander. Here is the biſhop's ob- 
jection. | 

« This is as judicious as it would be to 
obſerve, that the annals of the Sara- 
cens and the Turks were written be- 
fore the conqueſts of Alexander; be- 
cauſe we do not there find the names 
which the Greeks gave to rivers, cities, 
and countries, which they conquered in 
Aſia Minor; and that we only there 
read the ancient names they bore from 
primitive times. It never entered into 
the head of this poet, that the Indians 
and the Arabs could have exactly the 
ſame deſire to give the primitive names 
to thoſe places from whence the Greeks 
had been driven.” | | 

Warburton knows as little of proba- 
bility, as he does of politeneſs. The 
Turks and the modern Greeks are ſtill 
ignorant of the ancient names of the 
country which the one inhabit as con- 
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querors, the others as ſlaves. Were we to 


diſcover an ancient Greek manuſcript, 


in which Sfamboul was called Conſtan- 
tinople, the Almeidam Hippodroma, Scu- 
tart the ſuburbs of Caledonia, the Cape 
of FJaniſſari the Promontory of Sigea, 
Cara Deugoes the Euxine Sea, &c. we 
ſhould conclude, that this manuſcript 
was of an anterior date to Mahomet II. 
and we ſhould judge this manuſcript to 
be very ancient, if it contained only the 
dogmas of the primitive church. 

It is therefore very probable, that the 
Brachman who wrote in the Samboudipo, 
that is in India, wrote before Alexander, 
who gave another name to the Sambou- 
dipo; and this probability becomes a cer- 
tainty, as this Brachman wrote in the time 


of the firſt corruption of his religion, 
an epocha evidently antecedent to the 


expedition of Alexander. 

Warburton, ſome of whoſe errors the 
abbe Bazin had corrected with his uſual 
circumſpeCtion, has taken his revenge with 
all 
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all the acrimony of pedantry. He has 
imagined, according to ancient cuſtom, 
that doing injuries was reaſoning ; and 
he has purſued the abbe Bazin with ſuch 

fury, as hath made all England reproach 

him with it. It is only neceſſary to ap- 

ply to an old member of the Engliſh par- 
liament who has taken up his reſidence 
at Paris, to be acquainted with the cha- 
rater of biſhop Warburton, the com- 

mentator of Shakeſpear, and the calum- 

niator of Moſes : a proper judgment will 

then be formed of this man; and we 
ſhall learn how the men'of letters in Eog- 
land, and particularly the celebrated 

biſhop Lowth, have ſuppreſſed his pride, 

and confounded his errors. 


F |: © "aan 


70 DEFENCE or MY UNCLE. 


FFFFFEFF T! 


5 
That the Fews hated all Nations. 


HE author of the Supplement to 

| the Philoſophy of Hiſtory thinks 
to confound the abbe Bazin, in repeat- 
ing the atrocious injuries penned by War- 
burton againſt him, with reſpect to the 
Jews. My uncle was connected with 
the moſt learned Jews of Aſia. They 
acknowledged to him, that their anceſtors 
were commanded to look upon all na- 
tions with horror; and; in fact, amongſt 
all the hiſtorians that have ſpoken of 
them, there is not one who has differed 
with reſpect to this truth; and indeed, 
let us take ever ſo curſory a view of the 
books of their laws, you will find, as in 
the fourth chapter of Deuteronomy, he has 
conducted you with his great power, to 


exter= 
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exterminate at your entrance very great na- 
tions. . | 

Chapter VII. He will, by degrees, con- 
Sume the nations before you; you cannot 
exterminate them altogether, leſt the beaſts 
S the earth ſhould multiply too faſt. 

They will put their kings into your hands. 
You will deſtroy even their name —_— 
can refiſt you. 

We might meet with above a hundred 
paſſages that pointed out this abhor- 
rence expreſſed againſt the people they 
were acquainted with; they were not al- 
lowed to eat with Egyptians, in the like 
manner as the Egyptians were forbid to 
eat with them. A Jew was defiled, and 
would be to this day, if he had touched 
a ſheep killed by a ſtranger ; if he had 
made uſe of a ſtranger's kettle. It is 
therefore indubitable, that they were ne- 
ceſſarily by their law, the enemies of the 
human race. According to Geneſis in- 
deed, all nations are deſcended from one 
common father. The Perſians, the Pheni- 
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cians, the Babylonians, the Egyptians, the 
Indians, came from Noah as well as the 
Jews; but what doth this prove, except 
it be that the Jews hated their brothers? 
The Engliſh are alſo the brothers of the 
French. Does this conſanguinity prevent 
Warburton from hating us? He even hates 
his fellow-countrymen, who do him ſer- 
vice. 

He may, if he pleaſe, ſay that the 
Jews hated only the idolatry of other 
nations; he does not abſolutely know 
what he ſays. The Perſians were not 
idolaters, and they were the object of 
the Jews hatred. The Perſians adored 
one ſole God, and had at that time no 
images. The Jews adored one only God, 
and had images; twelve oxen in the tem- 
ple, and two cherubims in the Sanctum 
Sanftorum. They were to look upon all 
their neighbours as their enemies, as they 
had been foretold, that they would go- 
vern from one ſea to the other, and from 
the banks of the Nile to thoſe of the 

Eu- 
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Euphrates. This extent of ground would 
have compoſed an immenſe empire. 
Their law, by which they were promiſed 
this empire, neceſſarily rendered them the 
enemies of all the people who inhabited 
from the Euphrates to the Mediterranean. 
Their extreme ignorance did not allow 
them to be acquainted with any other na- 
tions ; and deteſting all whom they knew, 
they thovght they deteſted the whole 
earth. 

This is the exact truth. Warburton 
pretends to ſay, that the abbe Bazin ex- 
preſſed himſelf in this manner, becauſe 
a Jew, who he ſays was a great goſlip, 
formerly broke in the abbe Bazin's debt. 
It is true, that my uncle was a great ſuf- 
ferer by the failure of the Jew Medina ; 
but does this prevent Joſhua's having 
hanged thirty-one kings, according to the 
holy ſcripture? I atk Warburton, whether 
we love the people we hang? Hang him. 
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Of Warburton. 


ONTRADICT a man who reckons 
himſelf learned, and you may be 
ſure of drawing upon yourſelf volumes of 
abuſe. When my uncle heard that War- 
burton, after having commented upon 
Shakeſpear, was commenting upon Moſes, 
and that he had already produced two 
large volumes to prove that the Jews, 
inſtructed by God himſelf, had no idea 
either of the immortality of the ſoul, 
nor of a judgment after death; this ap- 
peared to him a monſtrous enterprize, 
as it did, indeed, to every timorous con- 
ſcience in England. He wrote his ſenti- 
ments to Mr. S. with his uſual modera- 
tion. Mr. S. 's anſwer was as follows: 


«SIR, 
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«SIR, 

Tis an undertaking wonderfully ſcan- 
dalous in a prieſt, to endeavour to deſtroy 
the moſt ancient and moſt uſeful opinion 
to men. It would have been much bet- 
ter for Warburton to have commented 
upon the Beggar's Opera, after being a 
very bad commentator of Shakeſpear, 
than to patch together ſo much undigeſted 
and erroneous learning to deſtroy reli- 
gion. For, after all, our holy religion is 
founded upon that of the Jews. If God 
left the people of the Old Teſtament 
ignorant of the immortality of the ſoul, 
and of rewards and puniſhments after 
death, he has deceived his beloved peo- 
ple: the Jewiſh religion is then falſe ; the 
Chriſtian, which is founded upon the 
| Jewiſh, has then nothing for its ſupport 
but a rotten trunk. What is the drift 
of this daring man? I do not know. He 
flatters the miniſtry ; and if he obtains a 
biſhopric, he will become a chriſtian ; if 
he does not obtain it, I know not what 
| he 
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he will be. He has already written two 
large volumes upon the legation of Moſes, 
in which he has not ſaid one ſyllable 


about his ſubject. This is like the chap- 


ter of the boots, in which Montagne 
treats of every thing except the boots; it 


is a chaos of quotations, which afford no 


ſort of illuſtration. He was ſenſible of 


the danger of his audacity, and he was 


willing to hide it in the obſcurity of his 
ſtile, He ſhews himſelf a little more 
openly in his third volume: here it is that 


he heaps together all the paſſages that 
favour his impiety, and he lays aſide all 


thoſe that ſupport the common opinion. 


He has recourſe to Job, who was no 


Hebrew, for this equivocal paſſage : As 
the cloud is diſſipated and vaniſhes, ſo is 


man in the grave, who never returns. 
And this idle diſcourſe of a poor woman 


to David : We muſt die; we are like wa- 
ter ſpread over the earth, which can 10 
more be collected together. And theſe verſes 
of the * * Pſalm: Ihe dead cannot 


remember 
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remember thee. Who can do you friendly 
ſervices in the tomb? What will become of 
my blood when J am put into the grave? 
Will the duſt make vows to it? Will it 
declare to it the truth ? Wilt thou ſhew 
thy miracles to the dead? Will the dead 
riſe ? Wilt thou have prayers from them? 

The book of Eccleſiaſtes (he ſays, p. 170) 
is ſtill more poſitive. The living know 
they are to die, but the dead know nothing ; 
there is no recompence for them, their me- 
mory periſbes for ever. 

e Thus he lays Ezechias, Jardin and 
all that can favour his TO under con- 
tribution. 

« This paſſion for propagating the fatal 
dogma of the mortality of the ſoul, has 
united all the clergy againſt him. He 
trembled to think his patron, who thinks 
like himſelf, had not ſufficient intereſt to 
make him a biſhop. What was his next 
ſtep? To abuſe all philoſophers. Quis 
tulerit Gracchos de ſeditione querentes ? He 
raiſed, with one hand, the ſtandard of 

8 mii 
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fanaticiſm, whilſt with the other he diſ- 
played that of irreligion. By this means 
he dazzled the court ; and whilſt he really 
teaches the mortality of the ſoul, feigning 
afterwards to admit the immortality, he 
will probably have the biſhopric he deſires. 
With you every road leads to Rome ; and 
with us, every road leads to a biſhopric.” 
This is what Mr. S. wrote in 1758, 
and all that he foretold has happened. 
Warburton enjoys a good biſhopric, and 
inſults philoſophers. Lowth has pul- 
veriſed his book; but this has not di- 
miniſhed his audacity, for he endeavours 
even to perſecute; and if he could, he 
would imitate Peachum, in the Beggar's 
Opera, who has great pleaſure in hanging 
his accomplices. Moſt hypocrites, like 
cats, offer a velvet paw, and hide their 
claws; but he ſhews his in boldly raiſ- 
ing his head; he has openly been an in- 
former, and he would be a perſecutor. 
The Engliſh philoſophers reproach him 
with his extreme bad faith and pride; 
the 
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the Engliſh church looks upon him as a 


dangerous man; men of letters, as a 
writer without taſte or method, who can 
only heap quotation upon quotation ; po- 
liticians, as a diſturber of the peace, who, 
if he could, would revive the ſtar-cham- 
ber. But he laughs at all this, and writes 
about it, goddeſs, and about it. 
Warburton will, perhaps, anſwer me, 
and ſay, he has only followed the opinion 
of my uncle, and of ſeveral other learned 
men, who have all acknowledged, that 
the immortality of the ſoul is not expreſſ- 
ly mentioned in the Judaical law. This 
is true, which none but the ignorant 
doubt of, and which none but men of 
bad faith pretend to doubt of; but the 
pious Bazin ſaid, that this doctrine, with- 
out which there is no religion, not being 
explained in the Old Teſtament, ſhould be 
underſtood ; that it is there virtually ex- 
preſſed ; and if we do not meet with it 
totidem verbis, it is totidem literis; or, in 
fine, if it be not there at all, it is not for a 
biſhop to ſay ſo. 


— 


But 
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But my uncle always has maintained 
that God is good ; that he had given in- 
telligence to thoſe whom he has favoured, 
and removed our ignorance ; he never 
endeavoured to perſecute any one; on 
the contrary, he has written againſt in- 
tolerance the moſt decent, the moſt 
circumſpect, the moſt chriſtian, and the 
moſt pious book that hath been pro- 
duced ſince the time of Thomas a Kem- 
pir. My uncle, though ſomewhat diſ- 
poſed to raillery, was kneaded with ſoft- 
neſs and indulgence. He wrote ſeveral 
theatrical pieces in his youth, whilſt War- 
burton was only capable of being the com- 
mentator of comedy. When any of my 
uncle's pieces were hiſſed, he hiſſed with the 
audience. If Warburton has printed Wil- 
liam Shakeſpear with notes, abbe Bazin has 
likewiſe printed Peter Corneille with notes. 
If Warburton governs one church, the 
abbe Bazin has built another, which does 
not indeed vie with the magnificence of 
M. le Franc Pompignan, but is never- 
theleſs very neat. In a word, I ſhall al- 
ways be on my uncle's ſide. 
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CH A R 
Conclu ſion of the preceding chapters. 


L VERY body knows the judicious 

reply of a coachman to a waterman, 
* If you ſay that my coach is a raſcal, I ſay 
your boat 1s a villain.” The waterman 


who wrote againſt my uncle, has found 


in me a coachman who drives him at a 
great rate. Theſe are ſome of thoſe lite- 
rary complaints, of which too many 
examples cannot be given,” in order to 
train youth to politeneſs, and the bon-70n. 
But I prefer Montaigne's apothegm, Do 
not confider who is the moſt learned, but who 
7s the beſt learned, to this coachman's 
ſmart repartee. Science does not conſiſt 
in repeating by chance what others have 
ſaid; to ſtitch a Hebrew paſſage, which 
one does not underſtand, to a Greek paſ- 
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ſage but little underſtood; to give in 
a new 12mo, what we found in a folio ; 
to cry out, 


Nous redigeons au long de point en point 
Cequ'on penſa, mais nous ne penſons point *. 


The real learned man is he who has 


trained his mind only by good books, and 
has been able to contemn bad authors; 
who knows how to diſtinguiſh truth from 
falſehood, and probability from chimera; 


who judges of a people more by their man- 
ners than their laws, becauſe the laws 


may be good, and the manners bad. He 
does not ſupport an incredible fact by the 
authority of an ancient writer. He may, 
if he will, ſet forth the little faith 
that is due to this author, by the 
intereſt he had, and the taſte of his 
country for the fabulous : he may 
even prove, that this author is only an 


imaginary being. But what determines 


* We reviſe and correct every punctum and 


comma in others thoughts; but we do not trouble 
ourſelves to think.“ 


him 
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him the moſt, is when the book is full of 
extravagance ; he then rejects it, and 
conſiders it with contempt, let it have 
been written at what time, or by whom- 
ſoever. e | 

If he finds in Titus Livius, that an 
Augur cut a flint with a razor, in the pre- 
ſence of a ſtranger named Lucumon, be- 
come king of Rome; he will ſay, that 
Titus Livius has either written nonſenſe, 
or Lucumon Tarquin and the Augur 
were two knaves, who impoſed upon the 
people, in order to govern them more 
eaſily. In a word, the fool copies, the 
pedant quotes, and the man of learning 
judges. 

M. Toxotes, who copies and quotes, 
but is incapable of judging; who can utter 
nothing but the inſults of a waterman, 
againſt a man whom he never ſaw; hath, 
then, had to do with a coachman, who 
gives him the proper chaſtiſement of the 
whip which he deſerved ; and the laſh 
has ſprinkled Warburton with blood. 
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The only chagrin I feel upon this oc- 
caſion, is, nobody will read the Diatribe of 
M. Toxotes*, very few will read the anſwer 
of the abbe Bazin's nephew : the ſubje& 
is, nevertheleſs, intereſting, as it relates 
to nothing leſs than the ladies and little 
boys of Babylon, the goats of Mendes, 
Warhurton and the immortality of the 
ſoul. But all theſe objects are exhauſted. 
There are ſo many books, that reading is 
out of faſhion. I compute, that there 
are at leaſt twenty thouſand ſheets a 
month printed in Europe. I, though 
a great reader, do not read the fortieth 
part; how much, then, does the reſt of 
mankind read? I wiſh from the bottom 
of my heart, that the conclave of cardinals 
would return me thanks, for having ana- 


thematized an Engliſh biſhop ; that the 


Empreſs of Ruſſia, the King of Poland, the 
King of Pruſſia, the Hoſpodar of Vala- 


* Toxotes is a Greek word, that ſignifies a 
bailiff's follower. 


6 | 15 chia, 
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chia, and the Grand Vizir, paid me ſome 
compliments upon my pious tenderneſs. 
towards my uncle, who was well known 
to them. But they will not ſay a ſylla- 
ble to me about it, unleſs they are ac- 
quainted with my quarrel. I may con- 
tinue proteſting in the face of the whole 
world, that M. Toxotes does not know. 


what he is talking about; but I ſhall be 


| aſked, who is M. Toxotes ? and then no 
body attends to me. I obſerve in the 
bitterneſs of my heart, that all literary 
diſputes have a like fate. The world. 
has become quite lukewarm ; a piece of 
nonſenſe can no longer be celebrated; it is. 


ſtifled the next day by a hundred other 


nonſenſical productions; which are ob- 
liged to. make way, in turn, for others. 
The Jeſuits are happy; they will be long 
ſpoken of from Rochelle to Macao. Vani- 
tas vanitatum. | 
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Upon Warburton's modeſtly, and bis Anti- 
moſaical ſyſtem. 


HE nature 'of man is fo weak, 
and there are ſo many purſuits in 
life, that in ſpeaking of this dear War- 
burton, I have forgot to obſerve, how 
pernicious this biſhop would be to the 
chriſtian religion, and indeed to all re- 
ligion, if my uncle had not oppoſed his 
boldneſs with ſo much vigour. 

The ancient ſages, ſays Warburton *, 
thought it legal and uſeful to the public to 
ſpeak the contrary of what they thought. 

+ Utility, and not truth, was the intent 
of religion. 

A whole chapter is taken up to 
ſtrengthen this ſyſtem, by all the exam- 
ples which he can collect. 


. * Vol. ii. p. 89. + Vol. i. p. 87. | 
Obſerve, 
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Obſerve, that in order to prove that 
the Jews were a nation inſtructed by God 
himſelf, he ſays, that the doctrine of 
the immortality of the ſoul, and of a 
judgment after death, is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, and that the Jews were ignorant 
of it. All mankind, ſays he, and ſpecially 
the moſt learned nations, and the greateſt 
ſages of antiquity, are agreed in this prin- 
ciple *. | 

What horror, and what miſtakes, dear 
reader, are there in theſe few words, 
which are the ſubje& of this book ! If 
the whole univerſe, and particularly the 

wiſeſt and moſt learned nations, believed 
in the immortality of the ſoul; the Jews, 
who did not believe it, muſt then have been 
only a ſavage inſenſible people, not guided 
by God. How horrid this is for a prieſt, 
who inſults poor laymen ! Alas! what 
would he not have ſaid againft a layman, 
who advanced the ſame propoſition ; but 
it is, nevertheleſs, erroneous. For, at 
. | 
G 4 the 
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the time when the Jews were nothing but 
an itinerant crew, wandering in the deſarts 
of Arabia, it cannot be proved that all 
the other nations of the earth believed in 
the immortality of the ſoul, The abbe 
Bazin was, indeed, perſuaded that this 
opinion was received amongſt the Chal- 
deans, the Perſians, and Egyptians, that 
is to ſay, adopted by the philoſophers of 
thoſe nations; but it is certain, that the 
Chineſe were entirely ignorant of it; and 
that it is not mentioned in the five ings, 
which were many ages antecedent to the 
period when the Jews inhabited the de- 
ſerts of Oreb and Cades Barnea. 

How then could this Warburton, in 
advancing things ſo falſe and dangerous, 
attack the philoſophers, and particular- 
ly the abbe Bazin, whoſe opinion he 
ought to have ſought for ? 

You muſt attribute, my brethren, this 
want of juſt inference only to vanity. It 
is vice that makes us act againſt our in- 
tereſt. Reaſon ſays, We undertake a 

| difficult 
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difficult enterpriſe ; let us have partizans. 
Self-love declaims, Cruſh every thing to 
reign, We believe in ſelf- love; and at 
length we finiſh by being cruſhed our- 
ſelves. 

I ſhall add to this ſhort 1 that 
the abbe Bazin is the firſt who has prov- 
ed that the Egyptians are a very modern 
people, though they be of more ancient 
date than the Jews. No man of letters 
has oppoſed the reaſon he has given, 
becauſe a country that is overflowed 
four months in the year, after being in- 
terſected by canals, muſt have been in- 
undated eight months in the year before 
theſe drains were cut. Now, a country 
that is always overflowed is uninhabita- 
ble, and conſequently many ages were 
neceſſary to form Egypt. 


Conſequently, the Syrians, the Baby lo- 


nians, the Perſians, the Indians, the Chi- 
neſe, the Japoneſe, &c. muſt have been 
formed as bodies of people, before Egypt 

could 
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could have been made a place of tolerable 
habitation. 

From this truth, the reader may draw 
what concluſion he pleaſes. But are 
there many people who trouble their 
heads about Egyptian antiquity ? 


CHAP. 
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e HN A1 Mm 
Of men of different colours. 


Y duty compels me to fay, that 
the abbe Bazin admired the E- 
ternal Wiſdom in that profuſion of va- 
rieties with which it has ſpread our lit- 
tle globe. He never thought that En- 
gliſh oyſters were engendered by the cro- 
codiles of the Nile; or that the gilliflowers 
of the Molucca iſlands derived their 
origin from the firs of the Pyrenees. He 
held in equal reſpect the beards of the ori- 
entals, and the chins, ever diveſted of 
hair, which God has given the Ameri- 
cans, The partridge eyes of the Albinoes, 
their hair, which reſembles the fineſt 


W white filk, the dazzling whiteneſs of 


their ſkins, their long ears, and Tow ſta- 
ture, of about three feet and a half in 


8 height, 
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height, gave him extatic raptures, when 
he compared them with the neighbour- 
ing negroes, who have woolly heads, and 
a beard upon their chins, which God has 
refuſed the Albinoes. He had ſeen red and 
copper coloured men ; he had handled the 
apron of the Hottentots, which hangs 
from the navel half way down the 
thighs. What a profuſion of riches! he 
cried. Oh nature! how fruitful art 
thou! 

I am alſo glad to have an opportunity 
of revealing, in this place, to the five or 
ſix readers who may chuſe to be ac- 
quainted with this Diatribe, that the abbe 
Bazin has been violently attacked in a 
journal ftiled Oeconomigue, which I have 
hitherto purchaſed, but ſhall no longer. 
I have been ſenſibly afflicted, that thisjour- 
nal-writer ſhould, after having given me 
an infallible recipe againſt bugs and mad- 
neſs; and after having taught me, in a 
moment, to extinguiſh a chimney on fire, 

expreſs 


DEFENCE or MY UNCLE. 93 
expreſs himſelf with the cruelty he does 
towards the abbe Bazin. 

« The opinion of the abbe Bazin (he 
ſays) who believes, or pretends to believe, 
that there are ſeveral ſpecies of men, is 
as abſurd as that of ſome Pagan philoſo- 
phers, who have ſuppoſed there are black 
and white atoms, the fortuitous junction 
whereof has produced a variety of men 
and animals.” SAIL Dt 

The abbe had in his travels ſeen part 
of the reticulum mucoſum of a negro, 
which is entirely black; this is a fact 
known to all the anatomiſts of Europe. 
Whoever is inclined to diſſect a negro (I 
mean after he is dead) will find this mu- 
cus membrane to be as black as ink from 
head to foot, Now, if this zet is black 
in negroes, and white in us, this conſti- 
tutes a ſpecific difference. Now a 
ſpecific difference between two races cer- 
tainly forms two different races. This 
hath no ſort of analogy with the black, 


white 
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white, and red atoms of Anaxagoras, who 
lived about two thouſand three hundred 
years before my uncle. 
There lived not only negroes and Al- 
binoes, whom he very carefully examined, 
but there alſo lived four red men, who 
came into France in the year 1725. The 
ſame journal-writer has denied him theſe 
red men. He avers, that the inhabitants 
of the Caribbee iſlands are only red, when 


they are [painted. We plainly ſee, that 


this man has never travelled in America. 
I will not pretend to ſay that my uncle 
ever was there; but here is the copy of 
a letter which I have juſt received from 
a man who reſided a long time at Guada- 
loupe, in quality of a king's officer. 
There really are at Guadalope, in a cer- 


tam part of Grand Terre, called the Piſto- 


let, belonging to the pariſh of L' Anſe Ber- 
trand, five or fix Caribbee families, whoſe 
Ein is of the colour of our red copper: they 
are well made, and have long hair ; 1 have 
ſeen them twice. They are governed by 
their 


— — — 
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their own laws, and are not chriſtians. All the 
inſiabitants of the Caribbees are reddiſh, Gc. 
Signed, Ritv, May 20. 1767,” 

The Jeſuit Laffiteauz who had alſo 
lived among the Caribbeans, agrees, 
that theſe people are red“; but like a 
judicious man, he attributes this colour 
to their mothers paſſion of painting 
them ſelves red; as he attributes the co- 
lour of the negroes to the taſte of the 
ladies of Congo and Angola, to paint 
themſelves black. Theſe are the remark- 
able words of the Jeſuit. 

This general taſte in the whole na- 
tion, and the continual ſight of ſimilar 
objects, muſt neceſſarily have made an 
impreſſion on pregnant women, like 
rods of different colours upon Jacob's 
lambs; and this muſt have contributed, 
in the firſt inſtance, to have made the one 


black by nature, and the others reddiſh, 
as they are to this day.” 


* Manners of the Savages, p. 68. vol, 1. 


Add 


96 DEFENCE or MY UNCLE. 
Add to this forcible reaſon, that the 
Jeſuit Laffiteau is of opinion, that the 
Caribbeans are deſcended in a right line 
from the people of Caria, and you muſt 


acknowledge this is powerful reaſoning, as 
the abbe Grizel ſays. 


CHAP. 


t . f b f 


c H AN am 
Of mountains and fhells. 


I Will ingenuouſly acknowledge, that 
my uncle had the misfortune to be 

of an oppoſite opinion to that of a great 
naturaliſt ; who has imagined, that moun- 
tains were formed by the ſea; that after 
it had formed them by its flux and reflux, - 
it covered them with its waves, and left 
them perfectly cemented by its petrified 

fiſh. _ dh e 

My dear nephew, ſaid he, theſe are 
my reaſons. 1ſt, If the ſea had at firſt, 
by its flux, formed a ſmall mountain of 
| ſome feet of ſand, from the place where 
at preſent ſtands the Cape of Good 
Hope to the laſt branches of Mount 
Imaus, or Merou ; I very much fear, that 
H the 
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the reflux would have deſtroyed what the 
flux had formed. 


« 2, The flux of the ocean has certainly 
heaped up, in a long ſucceſſion of time, 


the ſands which form the Downs of Dun- 


kirk and England; but it could never 
create rocks; and theſe Downs have my 
little elevation. 

« 2, If in fix thouſand years time, it 
has raiſed hills of ſand forty feet perpen- 
dicular, it muſt have required thirty 
millions of years to form the higheſt 


mountain of the Alps, which is twenty 


thouſand feet high : this is ſuppoſing too 
there were no obſtacles to this operation, 
and that ſand was always ready at hand. 
« 4, How could the flux of the fea, 
which, at moſt, never riſes above eight 
feet high upon our coaſts, have form- 
ed mountains twenty thouſand feet high? 
and how muſt it have covered them 
to leave fiſh upon the ſummits ?. 
g. How muſt the tide and currents 
have farmed chains of mountains, almoſt 
circular, 
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circular, ſuch as thoſe which circum- 
ſcribe the kingdom of Cachemirc, the 
Great Dutchy of Tuſcany, SAVOY, and 
the country of Vaud ? 

46. If the ſea were for a number of ages 
above the mountains, all the reſt of the 
globe muſt neceſſarily have been covered 
with another ocean equal in height, 
otherwiſe the waters muſt have fallen 
again by their own weight. Now, an 
ocean that for ſo many ages covered the 
mountains of the four parts of the world, 
muſt have been equal to above forty of 
our preſent oceans: ſo that thirty-nine 
oceans muſt neceſſarily have vaniſhed 
ſince the time thoſe gentlemen pretend 
petrified ſea-fiſh were to be found upon 
the ſummit of the Alps and N 
Ararat. 

7. Conſider, my dear nephew, that 
according to this ſuppoſition, of moun- 
tains being formed and covered by the 


4 ſea, our globe muſt have been inhabited 


by nothing but fiſh. This, I believe, is 
H 2 the 


190 DEFENCE or MY UNCLE. 
the opinion of Teliamed. It is difficult 
to comprehend how porpoiſes could have 
produced men. | | 
«8, It is evident, that if, by an impoſſi- 
bility, the fea had for a long time cover- 
ed the Pyrenees, the Alps, and the Cau- 
caſus, there would have been no ſweet. 
water for the two-footed animals' and 
quadrupeds. The Rhine, the Rhone, 
the Soane, the Danube, the Po, the Eu- 
phrates, the Tyber, whoſe ſprings I have 
ſeen, owe their water to nothing but 
ſnow and rain, which fall upon the ſum- 
mits of theſe rocks. Thus you ſee all 
nature explodes this opinion. 
g. Never loſe fight of that great truth. 
Nature never belies itſelf. All ſpecies 
ever remain in the ſame ſituation. Ani- 
mals, vegetables, minerals, metals, every 
thing is invariable in this great va- 
riety, Every thing preſerves its eſſence. 
The eſſence of the earth is to have moun- 
tains, without which it would be diveſted 
of rivers ; wherefore it is impoſſible that 
moun- 
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mountains ſhould not be equally ancient 
as the earth. One might as well ſay, 
that our bodies had been for a long time 
without heads. I know. that much is 
laid about ſhells. I have obſerved them, 
as well as others. The ſteep banks of 
ſomerivers and lakes are embroidered with 
them ; but I never obſerved, that they 
were the ſpoils of ſea-monſters; they 
rather reſemble the torn coats of muſcles, 
and other ſmall ſhell-fiſhes, which in- 
habit rivers and lakes. There are ſome 
which are apparently nothing but talc, 
which hath taken different forms. In a 
word, there are a thouſand earthly pro- 
ductions, that are taken for marine pro- 

ductions. 5 

*I do not deny, that the ſea * * 
vanced thirty or forty feet upon the con- 
tinent, and that collections of earth had 
forced it to retire. I know that it for- 
merly waſhed" Ravenna, Aigues-mor- 

tes, Alexandria, Roſetta, and that it is at 


preſent at a great diſtance from them. But 


H 3 becauſe 
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becauſe it has by turns inundated and 
retired from fome leagues of earth, we 
muſt not conclude from thence, that it 
was the ſame every where. The petri- 
fications about which there is ſo much 
talk, theſe pretended medals of the 
length of its reign, are to me very ſuſ- 
picious, I have ſeen above a thouſand 
Ammons-horns in the fields towards the 
Alps. I never could conceive that they 
formerly incloſed an Indian fiſh called a 
Nautilus, which, by the bye, does not 
exiſt at all. They appeared to me mere 
foffils turned in voluta; and J have been 
no more tempted to believe they were 
the habitation of fiſh of the ſea of Surat, 
than I was to take the conchi Veneris 
for chapels of Venus, and the ſtarry- 
ſtones for ſtars themſelves. I have 
thought with ſeveral good obſervers, 
that nature, inexhauſtible in her works, 
might very well form a great quantity of 
foſfils, which we erroneouſly ſuppoſe to 
be marine productions, If the ſea had 
| in 
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in a ſucceflion of ages formed mountains 
and beds of earth and ſhells, we ſhould 
find theſe beds from one end of the earth 


| to the other 3. and this certainly is not 


true, the chain of high mountains in 
America being entirely unfurniſhed with 
them. Do you know what anſwer is 
made to this dreadful objection? They will 
be found one day. Let us then wait till 
they are found. 

JL am even tempted to 1 that 
the famous Fallun of Touraine is nothing 
but a ſpecies of mineral; for if it were 
a real collection of the ſhells of fiſh, 
which the ſea had gradually depoſited in 
beds in this canton, in the courſe of about 
forty or fifty centuries, how came it not 
to leave as much in Brittany and Nor- 
mandy? Certainly, if it inundated Tou- 
raine for ſo long a time, by a more for- 
cible reaſon, it muſt have covered the 
country beyond it. Why then ſhould 
theſe fuppoſed ſhells appear in only one 
| B 4 diſtrict 
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diſtrict of a ſingle —— Let this 


difficulty be anſwered. 


&« J have met with petrifications in a 


hundred places; I have ſeen ſome oyſters 


ſhells petrified a hundred leagues from 
the ſea. But I have alſo ſeen twenty 
feet deep Roman money, and the 
rings of knights, upwards of nine hun- 
dred miles from Rome; and I did not 
conclude, that theſe rings, and this ſpe- 
cies of gold coin, were fabricated here. 
Neither did I fay theſe oyſters were born 
here; but that travellers had brought 
hither rings, money, and oyſters, 

«© When I read, forty years ago, that 
Syrian ſhells had been found upon the 
Alps, I faid, I own ſomewhat in raille- 
Ty, that theſe - ſhells were probably 
brought there by Pilgrims, upon their re- 
turn from Jeruſalem, M. de Buffon re- 
proved me very ſmartly in his Theory 


of the Earth, P. 281. I did not chuſe 
to quarrel with him about a few ſhells; 


but I ſtill preſerved my opinion, becauſe 
it 
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it was to me evidently impoſſible that 
the ſea ſhould form mountains. People 
may tell me that porphyry is formed of 
bears briſtles; I will believe them when I 
find that white marble is made of oſtrich 
feathers. 

« Some years ſince, an Iriſhman, ſe- 
cretly a Jeſuit, by name Needham, 
who ſaid he had excellent microſcopes, 
fancied, by their aſſiſtance, he perceiv- 

ed eels, which he had created by the in- 
fuſion of corn ſhaken in bottles. No 
ſooner had this notion got wind, but 
Other philoſophers were perſuaded, that 
if a Jeſuit could create eels without ſeed, 
men might be formed in the ſame man- 
ner. The hand of a great Demiurgos is 
no longer neceſſary; the Author of na- 
ture is of no efficacy. If coarſe flour 
can produce eels, a finer flour will pro- 
duce monkies, men, and aſſes. The feed 
1s uſeleſs; every thing will grow ſpon- 
taneouſly, Upon this ſuppoſed experi- 
ment a new univerſe is conſtructed, in 
the 
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the ſame manner as a new world was 
formed a hundred years ago, with a 
ſubtle, globulous, and ſpicey matter. A 


wag, who did not reaſon amiſs, ſaid the 
cel was under the rock, and falſehood 


would ſoon appear. In fact, it ſoon was 
proved, that the eels were nothing more 
than corrupted parts of the flour that 
fermented, and. the new world diſap- 
peared. | Y 

* It was ſo formerly. Worms were 
formed in corrupted meat expoſed to the 
air; theſe philoſophers did not ſuſpect 
that theſe worms might ariſe from flies, 
who depoſited their eggs upon this meat, 
and that theſe eggs became worms before 


they had wings. Cooks locked up their 


meat in ſafes made of cloth, no worms 
then appeared, and a ſtop was put to the 
generation of corruption. 


J have ſometimes oppoſed ſuch like 


chimeras, and particularly that of the 


Jeſuit Needham. One of the great con- 
veniencies of this world is, that every 
one 
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one may have his own opinion wich- 
out diſturbing the tranquillity of ſociety. 

I may eſteem M. Guignes's extenſive eru- 

dition, without facrificing to him the 
Chineſe, whom I ſhall ever believe were 
the firſt civilized nation upon earth, aſter 
the Indians. I know how to do juſtice 
to M. Buffon's great knowledge and ge- 
nius; though I am at the ſame time 
ftrongly perſuaded, that mountains are 
of as early a date as our globe and all 
other things, and without believing in 
the organic molecule, I may acknow- 
ledge that the Jeſuit Needham, luckily 
diſguiſed as a layman, was poſſeſſed of 
microſcopes ; but I would not pretend 
to wound him, in doubting that he had 
created eels of flour. 

5 preſerve the ſpirit of charity naw 
all the learned till ſuch time as they in- 
ſult me, or they play me ſome bad trick ; 
for man is framed in ſuch a manner that 
he does not like to be teazed and tor- 
mented, If I have been ſomewhat plea- 

fant, 
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fant, and formerly diſpleaſed a Laponian 
philoſopher, who wanted to make a hole 
to the center of the earth, to have the 
brains of giants anatomized to be ac- 
quainted with the eſſence of thought, 
the ſoul to be exalted to foretel events, 
and patients to be anointed with pitch; 


the truth is this, the Laponian moſt 


horribly moleſted me; yet I very fer- 
vently prayed for forgiveneſs for having 
ridiculed him ; for we ſhould not affli& 
our neighbour : this is being wanting in 
univerſal juſtice. In other reſpects, I 
have always taken the parts of poor au- 
thors, when they have been unjuſtly per- 
ſecuted : for inſtance, when the writers 


of a dictionary of twenty volumes in fo- 


lio, have been juridically accuſed of 


compoſing this dictionary, in order to 


encreaſe the price of proviſions, I have 
loudly complained of this injuſtice.” 
This diſcourſe of my good uncle made 
the tears of affection trickle down my 
cheeks. | 
CHAP, 
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c H A M06 


Of the tribulations incident to poor men of 
| letters. 


L 7 HEN my uncle had thus mol- 
lified me, I took the liberty of 

telling him, * You have run a very difh- 
cult courſe: I am ſenſible that it were bet- 
ter to he a receiver of the finances, a 
farmer-general, or a biſhop, than a man 
of letters; for, in fine, when you firſt 2 
taught the French, that the Engliſh and 
the Turks gave their children the ſmall- 
pox to preſerve them from it, you know 
that all the world laughed at you ; ſome 
ſaid you was a heretic, others a Muſſul- 
man. It was ſtill worſe when you en- 
- deavoured to explain the- diſcoveries of 


Newton, which the Welch ſchools had 


not 
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not yet heard of; you were conſidered 
as the enemy of France. You ventured 


to write ſome tragedies: Zara, Oreſtes, 


Semiramis, Mahomet, were damned up- 
on their firſt repreſentation. Do you 
recollect, my dear uncle, how your 
Adelaide Duguenlin was hiſſed from one 
end of the houſe to the other? How plea- 
ſant it was! I was preſent at the fall of 
Tancred ; they ſaid, with tears and 
groans, This poor man never wrote any 
thing ſo bau. 
& You were attacked at different times 
in about ſeven hundred and fifty pam- 
phlets ; wherein ſome ſaid, in order to 


prove that your Merope and Alzira were 
deteſtable tragedies, that your father, 


who was my grandfather, was a peaſant ; 
and others, that he was inveſted with 


the dignity of turn-key to the parlia- 


ment -of Paris; an important poſt in the 
ſtate, but which I never before heard of, 
and which beſides had very little connec- 
tion with Alzira and Merope, or indeed 

| with 
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with the reſt of the univerſe, which all 
manufacturers of pamphlets, as you have 
ſaid, ſhould keep in view. ö 

That excellent book entitled (Les Hom- 
mes) Men, was attributed to you (though 


neither you nor I know what ſort of a book 55 


it is) and ſeveral other immortal poems; 
ſuch as the Candle of Arras, the Hen to 
my Aunt, the ſecond volume of Candide, 
and tbe Yolly Fellow Matthew. How 
many anonymous letters have you re- 
ceived ? How many times have you been 
told in writing, Give me ſome money, or 
Jill write a pamphlet againſt you. Have 
not even thoſe who have partook of your 
charity, teſtified their gratitude by ſome 
very cutting fatire ? | 
Having thus gone through all the 
proofs, tell me, I beſeech you, my dear 
uncle, which are the moſt implacable 
enemies, the loweſt, moſt infamous, and 
| the moſt capable of 1 in the repub- 
lic of letters? 


The good abbe Bacin: anſwered me 


2 with 
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with a ſigh, © My nephew, after the The- 
ologians, the moſt blood-thriſty dogs 
are the Echoes, and after theſe come 
the theatrical cabaliſts. As to hiſtori- 
cal and phyſical critics, they make but 
very little noiſe. Be ſure you in parti- 
cular avoid the trade of Sophocles and 
Euripides, unleſs you write your trage- 
dies in Latin, like Grotius, who has left 
us thoſe fine pieces, quite unknown, of 
Adam driven out of Paradiſe, Patient je- 
ſus, and of Joſeph, under the name of 
Sofonfone, which he takes to be an 
Egyptian word.” 

« And why, uncle, would you not have 
me write tragedies, if I have a genius 
for it? Every man may learn Latin or 
Greek, geometry or anatomy; every 
man may write hiſtory, but you know 
we very ſeldom meet with a good poet. 
Would it not be mighty agreeable to 
make ſome fine ſonorous verſes, in which 
des heros deplorables would rhime with 
des exemples memorables : Again, les for faits 

| ler 


DEFENCE or MY UNCLE: 113 


& les crimes with les ' coeurs magnani- 
mes; and les juſtes dieux with les ex- 
pfloits glorieux? An imperious actreſs 
would bellow forth this bombaſt, and 
gain the applauſe of two hundred 
apprentices and journeymen ; and after it 
was over, ſhe would tell me, Had it 
not been for me your piece had been 
hiſſed : to me then. you owe your fame. 
It muſt be acknowledged, that ſuch 
ſucceſs is enough to turn one's brain, 
when we are fired with a noble emula- 
tion.” | | 

<< I agree, my dear nephew, replied the 
 abbe Bazin, that nothing can be finer ; 
but do you recollect how the author of 
Einna, who taught the nation how to 
think and expreſs themſelves, was treat- 
ed by Claveret, Chapelain, Scuderi, go- 
vernor of Notre Dame de la Garde, and 
by the abbe Gs chaplain to 
the king. 

* Conſider that the preacher who is the 

author of the worſt modern tragedy ex- 
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tant, and what is till more tidiculous, 
it is in proſe, calls Corneille a black- 
guard : this preacher ſays, he is only fit 
to aſſociate with the porters at the play- 
houſe doors; Corneille is always ſcolding 
and ſneering, without ſaying any thing 
worth repeating. Such are the honours 
paid to the man who reſcued France 
from barbarity; he was reduced, for 
mere ſubſiſtence, to receive a penſion 
from cardinal Richelieu, whom he calls 
bis maſter. He was forced to folicit 
the protection of Montauron, to dedi- 
cate Cinna to him, and to compare, in 
his dedication, Montauron to Auguſ- 
tus; and Montauron had even the pre- 


ference. 


« John Racine, who equalled Virgil 
for the harmony and beauty of his 
language, and was ſuperior to Euripi- 


des and Sophocles; Racine, the truly 


ſentimental poet, and who is the more 


ſublime for never being ſo but at 


proper 
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proper times; Racine, the only tragic 
poet of his time, whoſe penius was 
guided by taſte ; Racine, the firſt man 
of the age of Lewis XIV. for the fime 
arts, and the eternal glory of France, 
has he undergone leſs diſguſt and 
opprobrium ? Were not all his ca- 
pital pieces turned into ridicule, at 
that farcical-booth called the Italian 
Opera. | 

„Was not Viſe, the author of the 
Mercure Galant, his conſtant foe ? Did 
not Subligni attempt to turn him into 
ridicule? Were not various parties raiſ- 
ed to depreciate his works? Had he not 
: inceſſant foes, till at length the Jeſuit La 
Chaiſe made the king ſuſpe& him of 
Janſeniſm. 
The faſhion now, nephew, is not 
to accuſe people of Janſeniſm; but 
if you have the misfortune to write for 
the ſtage and ſucceed, you will be accuſ- 
ed of Atheiſm.” 


£2 Theſe | 
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Theſe words of my uncle remain- 
ed graven in my heart. I had al- 
ready begun a tragedy ; I threw it in- 
to the fire; and I adviſe every one fran- 
tic enough to woo Melpomene to do 
the ſame. e 


CHAP. 
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c H AP. wk 


Of the ſentiments of Theologians with re- 
gard to the late abbe Bazin. 
Of the juſtice he did antiquity ; and of four 
Diatribes compoſed by bim on the oc- 
caſion. | | 


HE better to illuſtrate the piety 

and equity of the abbe Bazin, I 

am glad of this opportunity to publiſh 
in this place four Diatribes in his way, 
written only for private amuſement. 
The firſt is upon cauſes and effects. The 
ſecond treats of Sanchoniaton, one of the 
moſt ancient writers who tot pen in hand 
ſoberly to write nonſenſe. The third 
is upon Egypt, which he confidered of 
but little importance (I do not mean he 
conſidered his Diatribe of little impor- 
tance, but Egypt). In the fourth he 
treats of an ancient people, whoſe noſes 
13 were. 


| 
! 
| 
| | 
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were cut off, and who were ſent into the 
defert. This laſt lucobratrom is very cu- 
rious and very inſtructive. 


DIATRIBE I. 
By the ABB BAZIx. 
Upon the primary cauſe. 


ONE day as the young Madetes was 
walking towards the Pyrean gate, he 
met Plato, whom he had never ſeen be- 
fore. Plato finding him to have a hap» 
py phyſiognomy, joined converſation with 
him ; he found him poſſeſſed of a great 


| ſhare of good ſenſe. Madetes had been 


inſtructed in the Belles Lettres; but he 


Was utterly ignorant as to phyſics, geo- 


metry, and aſtronomy. He nevertheleſs 


owned to Plato that he was an Epi- 


curean. | ited 
« My ſon, ſaid Plato to him, Epicurus 


was A very honeſt man 5 he lived and 


died like a ſage; his voluptuouſneſs, 
- 8 which 
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which has been ſo differently repreſent- 
ed, conſiſted in avoiding exceſſes: he 
recommended friendſhip to his diſciples, 
and never was a precept better obſerved, 
] have as high an opinion of his philo- 
ſophy as of his manners. Are you deep- 
ly acquainted with the doctrine of Epi- 
curus ?” Madetes ingenuouſly anſwered, 
that he had not ſtudied him. All I 
know, ſaid he, is, that the gods never 
interfered with any thing, and that the 
principles of all things is in the atoms, 
which have arranged themſelves fo, that 
they have produced this world, in the 
manner we ſee it.” 


ic Thus then, my ſon, you do not be- 
lieve that any Intelligence has preſided 
over this univerſe, in which there are {6 
many intelligent beings ? Will you pleaſe 
to tell me your reaſon for adopting * 

philoſophy ?” 
14 F4 Main 
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MapErzEs. 


My reaſon is, that I have always heard 
my friends ſay ſo to one another, and 
their miſtreſſes with whom 1 ſup ; ; and I 
agree very well with their atoms. I ac- 
knowledge to you, I know nothing about 
the matter; but this doctrine appeared to 
me as good as any other; and we muſt 
adopt ſome opinion when we keep good 
company. I have been very defirous of 
gaining inſtruction, but it has hitherto 


appeared to me much eaſier to think 
without knowledge.” 


Plato ſaid to him: ; If you are 85 
ſirous of being enlightened, Jam a ma- 
gician, and will ſhew you ſome very ex- 
traordinary things. Be ſo good only as to 
accompany me to my country houſe, 
which is about five hundred paces from 
hence, and you will not repent you were 
fo complaiſant.” Madetes followed him 
with tranſport. As ſoon as they arrived 
Plato ſhewed him a ſkeleton : the young 


. 
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man ſhrunk back with terror at this ſpec- 
tacle, which was ſor new to him. Plato 
addreſſed him in theſe terms: 

1 Attentively conſider this horrid form, 
which ſeems the refuſe of nature, and 
judge of my art by my operations on this 
unformed maſs, which appears to you ſo 
hideous. 


« In the firſt place, you obſerve that 
kind of ball, which ſeems to crown this 
ſhocking jumble. I ſhall, by ſpeaking, 
inſert in the hollow of this ball, a ſoft 
pithy ſubſtance, divided into a thouſand 
ſmall ramifications, which I ſhall cauſe 
to deſcend imperceptibly along that kind 
of knotty ſtick which joins to this ball, 
and which terminates with a point in 
the hollow. I ſhall apply a tube to the 


ſummit of this ſtick, through which the 


air is communicated by a ſucker that 


inceſſantly plays; and you will preſently 
| ſee this fabric move by itſelf. 


As to all thoſe unformed particles 
which appear to you like fragments of 


rotten 
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rotten wood, and which ſeem equally 
deſtitute of utility, ſtrength, and grace, 
25 ſoon as I ſpeak, they will begin to 
move, by kinds of cords of an inconecive- 
able ſtructure, I ſhall place in the 
midſt of theſe cords, an infinite number 
of canals filled with a liquor, which, by 
paſſing through ſieves, will change into 
various liquors, and will circulate 
through the whole machine twenty times 
in an hour. The whole is to be covered 
with a white, pithy, fine ſtuff, Each 
part of this machine will have a peculiar 
movement, that it will not fail pet form- 
ing. I will place between theſe ſemi- 
hoops, which ſeem to be of no uſe, a 
large reſervoir, nearly reſembling 2 pine- 
apple. This reſervoir will contract and 
dilate itſelf every moment with ſurpriſ- 
ing velocity. It will change the colour 
of the liquor that paſſes through the 
whole machine. Not far from this, I 
will place a bag perforated in two places, 
reſembling the Danaides tun, which 

| will 
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will inceſſantly fill and empty itſelf; but 
it will not fill itſelf with any thing but 
what is neceſſary, and will avoid only 
what is ſuperfluous. This machine will 
be ſuch an aſtoniſhing chemical laboratory, 
ſuch an elaborate work of mechaniſm and 
hydraulics, that thoſe who ſtudy it will 
never be able to comprehend it. Small 
motions will produce in it prodigious 
ſtrength; it will be impoſſible for hu- 
man art to imitate the powers that direct 
this automaton. But what will ſurpriſe 
you ſtill more is, that this automa- 
ton approaching a figure nearly ſimilar, 
a third figure will be formed. Theſe 
machines will have ideas; they will rea- 
| ſon, they will ſpeak like you, they will 
be able to meaſure the earth and heavens. 
But I will not let you ſee this cu- 
rioſity, unleſs you promiſe, that after you 
have feen it, you will acknowledgel have 
great ſenſe and power.” 


MADETES, 
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MApETEs. 


_ « If the thing be really ſo, I will acknow- 
ledge, that you know more than all the 
philoſophers of Greece,” 


PLATo. 


Well then, all that I have promiſed is 
performed. You: are this machine; in 
this manner you are formed ; and I have 
not ſhewn you a thouſandth part of the 
ſprings that compoſe your exiſtence. All 
thoſe ſprings are exactly proportioned to 
each other; they all reciprocally aid one 
another ; the one preſerve life, the others 
give it ; and the ſpecies is perpetuated. 
from age to age by an artifice that it is im- 
poſſible to diſcover. The vileſt aniwals 
are conſtructed in a manner equally ad- 


mirable, and the celeſtial ſpheres move 


in a vacuum, with a mechaniſm till 
more ſublime. Judge, after this, whether 
the world was not formed by an intelli- 
gent Being.” 


Madetes, 
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Madetes, in aſtoniſhment, aſked: the 
magician who he was. Plato told him 
his name; the young man fell upon his 
knees, adored God, and loved Flato all 
his life. | 
What appears. to us very nm 
is, that he lived with the Epicureans as 
before. They were not ſcandalized at 
his having changed his opinion. He 
loved them, and he was always beloved 
by them, People of different ſects ſup- 
ped together chearfully among the Greeks 
and Romans. Theſe were happy times. 


DIATRIBE IL 
By the ABBE BAZIN. 
Of Sanchoniaton. 


SANCHONIATON cannot be a ſup- 
poſititious author. We do not imagine 
an ancient book to have been written, 
but upon the ſame principle as ancient 
titles are forged, to found a diſputed 

claim. 
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claim. Pious frauds were formerly uſed 
to fapport truths, that did not ſtand 
in need of this unhappy aſſiſtance. Some 
indifcreet zealots forged fome very bad 
Greek verſes, that were attributed tothe 
Sybils ; letters from Pilate ; and the Hiſ- 
tory of Simon the magician, who ſell 
from the upper regions in Nero's fight. 
It was upon the ſame principle, that the 
donation of Conſtantine and the falſe 
decretals were ſuppoſed. But thoſe who 
have handed us down the fragments of 
Sanchoniaton, could have no intereſt in 
propoſing this heavy cheat. What could 
Philo of Biblos gain, who tranſlated San- 
choniaton into Greek, by ranking this 
hiſtory and this coſmogony under the 
name of this Phenician 7 This were 
like ſaying, that Heſiod was a EIN 
tious author. 

Eufebius of Czfarea, who quotes va- 
Tious fragments of this tranſlation render- 
ed by Philo of Biblos, never thought pro- 
per to ſuſpect, that Sanchoniaton was an 
apo- 
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apocryphal writer. There is no reaſon 
to deprive him of his coſmogony. 

This Sanchoniaton lived about the 
ſame period in which we place the laſt 
years of Moſes. He probably had no 
knowledge of Moſes, as he does not 
mention him, although he was in his 
neighbourhood. Had he mentioned him, 
Euſebius would not have failed quoting 
him, as an authentic teſtimony of the 
prodigies performed by Moſes. Euſebius 
would have infiſted ſtill more upon this 
teſtimony; whilft neither Manethon or 
| Cheremon, who are Egyptian writers, 
nor Eratoſthenes, Herodotus, and Diodo- 
rus of Sicily, who have written ſo much 
upon Egypt, being too much engag- 
ed upon other ſubjects, have ſaid a 
ſyllable concerning theſe famous and 
dreadful miracles, which muſt have graven 
a durable remembrance, and terrified 
men from age to age. This ſilence of 
Sanchoniaton has given ſufficient grounds 


for 
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for many of the learned to ſuppoſe that 
he lived before Moſes. | 

Thoſe who make him a contemporary 
with Gideon, do not ſupport their opinion 
by any thing but a miſconſtruction of the 
words of Sanchoniaton himſelf. He ac- 
knowledges, he has conſulted the high 
prieſt Jerombal. Now, ſay our critics, 
this Jerombal is probably Gideon. But 
why, pray, ſhould this Jerombal be Gi- 
deon ? It is not ſaid, that Gideon was a 
prieſt. If the Phenician had conſulted 
the Jew, he would have ſpoken of Moſes 
and the conqueſts of Joſhua, He would 

not have admitted a coſmogony directly 

oppoſite to Geneſis ; he would have ſpoken 
of Adam; he would not have imagined 
generations quite different from thoſe 
which Geneſis has ſanctified. 

This ancient Phenician author acknow- 
ledges in plain terms, that he has extract- 
ed part of his hiſtory from the writings 
of Thot, who flouriſhed eight hundred 
| years 
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years before him. This acknowledgment, 
which is not ſufficiently attended to, is 
one of the moſt curious teſtimonies anti- 
quity has handed down to us. It proves, 
that eight hundred years had already 
elapſed ſince books were written with the 
aſſiſtance of the alphabet, and that cul- 
tivated nations could by this aid under- 
ſtand each other, and reciprocally tranſ- 
late their works. Sanchoniaton under- 
ſtood the books of Thot, written in 
Egyptian language. 
The firſt Zoroaſter was of much ear- 
lier antiquity, and his books were the 
Perſians catechiſm. The Chaldeans, the 
Syrians, the Perſians, the Phenicians, 
the Egyptians, the Indians, muſt neceſ- 
farily have had intercourſe with each 
other ; and alphabetic writing muſt have 
facilitated this correſpondence. I do not 
| ſpeak of the Chineſe, who had for a long 
time been a great people, and compoſed a 
ſeparate world. 
Each of theſe people had already their 
K | hiſtory. 
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hiſtory. When the Jews entered into 
the neighbouting country of Phenicia, 
they penetrated us far as the city of Dabir, 
which was formerly ſtiled the City of Let- 
ters. Caleb then ſaid, I will give my 
daughter Axa for à wife to bim who ſhall 
tate Eta, and ruin the City of Letters; 
and Otboniel, ſon to Cenes, and younger 
Brother to Caleb, having taken it, be gave 
bim his daughter Axa for a wife. 

It appears from this paſſage, that Ca- 
leb was not fond of men of letters ; but 
if the ſciences wete ih ancient times cul- 
tivated in this little city of Dabir, how 
greatly muſt they have been revered in 
Phenicia, Sidon, and Tyre, which were 
called the Region of Books, the Country 
of Archives, from whom the Greeks learnt 
their alphabet. 


It is amazingly ſtrange, that Sancho- 
nlaton, who begins his hiſtory at the ſame 
period as that of Geneſis, and who 


| * Judges, chap. i. 


reckons 
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reckons the ſame number of generations, 
does not mention the deluge, any more 
than the Chineſe. How could Phenicia, 

that country ſo renowned for its naval 


expeditions, be ignorant of fo great an 
event? 


_ Ahtiquity, deere, ina it, 


and the magnificent deſcription which 
Ovid gives of it, is a proof that this idea 
was very general ; for of all the accounts 
we find in the Metamorphoſes of Ovid, 
there is not a ſingle one of his own in- 
vention. It is even ſaid, that the Indians 
had mentioned an univerſal deloge be- 
fore that of Deucalion. Many Brach- 
mans believed, it is ſaid, that the earth 
had undergone three floods. 
No mention is made of them in the 
Exzour Vedam, nor in the Cormovedam, 
which I have read with great attention 


but many miſſionaries ſent into India, 
agree In believing, that the Bramins ac- 
| knowledged ſeveral floods. It is true, 
that among the Greeks only, the two 

| 3 peculiar 
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peculiar floods of Ogyges and Deucalion 
were known. The only Greek author 
we are acquainted with, who has men- 
tioned an univerſal deluge, is Apollo- 
dore, who did not live above one hun- 
dred and forty years before our æra. 
Neither Homer, Heſiod, or Herodatus, | 
make mention of Noah's flood; and even. 
the name of Noah is not to be met with 
in any ancient prophane writer. 

There is no circumſtantial account ok 
this flood, except in our holy books. Al- 
though Voſſius and many other learned 
men have pretended, that this inunda- 
tion could not have been univerſal, we 
are not allowed to queſtion it. I quote 
the Coſmogony of Sanchoniaton only as 


a prophane work. The author of Geneſis 
was inſpired, and Sanchoniaton was not. 


The work of this Phenician is only a pre- 
cious monument of the ancient errors of 
men. 

It is him who teaches us, that one of 


the firſt worſhips eſtabliſhed on earth, was 
that 
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that of the productions of the earth it- 
ſelf; and therefore onions were conſe- 
crated in Egypt long before thoſe ages in 
which we find this cuſtom was intro- 
duced. Theſe are the words of Sancho- 
niaton: * Thoſe ancient men conſecrat- 
ed plants which the earth had produced; 
they judged them divine: they, their 
poſterity, and their anceſtors, revered 
thoſe things which furniſhed: them with 
exiſtence; they offered them their victuals 
and drink. Theſe inventions; and this 
worſhip, were agreeable to the weakneſs 
and puſillanimity of their minds. 
This very curious paſſage invincibly 
proves, that the Egyptians adored their 
onions long before Moſes; and it is a- 
ſtoniſhing, that no Hebrew book ſhould 
reproach the Egyptians with this wor- 
ſhip. But this ſhould be conſidered ; 
Sanchoniaton does not expreſsly men- 
tion a God in his Coſmogony; every 
thing, according to him, ſeems to derive 
its origin from chaos, and this chaos 


K 3-. was 
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was diſintricated by that vivifying ſpirit 
which is blended with the principles of 
nature. He carries the boldneſs of his 
ſyſtem ſo far as to ſay, that animals devaid 
of fenſation, engendered intelligent animals. 
It is not ſurpriſing after this, that he 
ſhould reproach the Egyptians with hay- 
ing conſecrated plants. For my part, I 
believe that this worſhip of plants uſe- 
ful ta man, was not in the beginning ſo 
ridiculous as Sanchoniaton imagines it be. 
Thot, who governed part of Egypt, and 
who hadeſtabliſhed a theocracy eight hun- 
dred years before the Phenician writer, 
was at once both a prieſt and king. 
It was impoſſible he' ſhould adore an 
onion as the Maſter of the world; and it 
was impoſſible, that he ſhould preſent of- 
ferings of onions to an onjon ; this would 
have been too abſurd, too contradictory: 
but it is very natural, they ſhould thank 
the gods for the care they took ip pro- 
viding them the ſuſtenance of lite, and 
that they ſhould for a ſeries of time con- 


ſecrate 
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ſecrate the moſt delicious plants of Egypt; 
and that they ſheuld, in thoſe plants, 


revere the benefactions of the gods. 
This was practiſed from time i immemo- 


rial, in China and India. 

_ I have already ſaid, there is a 35 | 
deal of difference between a conſecrated 
onion, and an onion god. The Egypti- 
ans, after Thot, conſecrated animals ; but 
they certainly did not believe, that theſe 
animals had formed the earth and heavens, 

The brazen ſerpent, raiſed by Moſes, was 
conſecrated; but it was not conſidered as 
a divinity, Abraham's turpentine, Mem- 
bre's oak, were conſecrated, and facri- 
| faces were made eyen in the places where 
theſe trees had been, till the time of 
Conſtantine; but they were not gods. 
The cherubims of the ark were tacred, 
but not adored. 

The Egyptian prieſts, amidſt all their 
ſuperſtitions, acknowledged a ſovereign 
Maſter of nature; they called him Kzef, 
or Muß, and they repreſented him un- 
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der the figure of a globe. The Greeks 
' tranſlated the word Knef, by the word 


Demiourgos, fee artiſt, maker of 
the world. 


What I think very ea Rt very 


true, is, that the primitive legiſlators were 
men of great ſenſe. 


Two things are neceſſary for the in- 
ſtitution of a government, courage, and 
good ſenſe, ſuperior to that of other men. 
They ſeldom thought of abſurd and ridi- 
culous things, which expoſed them to 
contempt and inſult. But what happen- 
ed to almoſt all the nations of the earth, 
and particularly the Egyptians ? The ſage 
began by conſecrating to God the ox 
which tilled the earth ; and this fooliſh 


people, at length adored the bull, and 


even the fruits the earth produced. When 
ſuch ſuperſtition hath once taken root in 
vulgar minds, it is very difficult for the 
ſage to eradicate it. = 
I have not the leaſt doubt, even that 
ſome Schoen of © Egypt perſuaded the 


wives 


DEFENCE or MY UNCLE, 13 
wives and daughters of the ferry-men of 
the Nile, that cats and onions were real 
gods. Some philoſophers may have 
doubted the fact; and theſe philoſophers 
muſt certainly have been treated as men 
of little underſtanding, and inſolent blaſ- 
 phemers ; they muſt have been anathe- 
matized and perſecuted. The Egyptian 
people conſidered the Perſian Cambyſes, 
who adored one only God, as an atheiſt, 
when he ſpitted the bull Apis. When 
Mahomet, in Mecca, oppoſed the wor- 
| ſhip of the ſtars; when he ſaid only one 
God ſhould be adored, by whom the 
ſtars had been produced; he was expel- 
led as an atheiſt, and a price fixed upon 
his head. He was wrong in reſpect to 
us; but he was right with regard to the 
people of Mecca. 8 | 

What ſhall we conclude from this little 
digreſſion upon Sanchoniaton ? That we 
have been a long time laughed at ; but 

that in ſearching into the ruins of anti- 
quity, we may ſtill find under theſe ruins 
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ſome precious monuments, uſeful to 
| thoſe who are willing to be acquainted 
with the follies of the human mind. 


DIATRIBE III. 
By the ABB BAZIN, 
Upon Egypt, 
TI HAVE feen the pyramids, and I was 


not aſtoniſhed. I am fonder of the fowl- 


ovens, the inventiqn of which, it is faid, 
is as ancient as the pyramids. A rifling 


| thing that is uſeful pleaſes me; a mon- 


ſtrous production which only aſtoniſhes, 
has no merit in my eyes. I conſider theſe 

monuments as the games of grown 
children, who were willing to do ſome- 
thing extraordinary, without propoſing 
to derive the leaſt advantage from it. 
The foundations of the Invalids, St. Cyr, 
and the Military School, are the monu- 
ments of men. | 

When the fragments of that famous 


| labyrinth, of thoſe places, thoſe temples, 


which 
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which are ſpoken of with ſo much em- 
phaſis, were pointed out to me, as mat- 
ter of admiration, I, in pity, ſhrugged 
my ſhoulders: I ſaw nothing but pillars 
_ deſtitute of proportion, which ſupported 
large flat ſtones ; no taſte for architecture, 
no beauty; vaſt indeed, but barbarous. 
And I obſerved, as I have ſaid in another 
place, the Egyptians were never poſſe fled 
of any thing that could be called fine, but 
from the hands of the Greeks. Alexan- 
dria alone, erected by the Greeks, hath 
been the real glory of Egypt. 

With reſpe& to their ſciences, if in 
their vaſt libraries there had been ſome 
books of good erudition, the Greeks and 
Romans muſt baye tranſlated them. We 


are not only without any tranſlation, but 


even any extract from their books of phi- 
loſophy, morality, or the Belles-Lettres : 
indeed every thing evinces, that they did 

not deign to write upon theſe ſubjects. 
What idea can we form of the know- 
* and lagacity of a people, who were 
q I unac- 
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unacquainted with the ſpring of the 
river that nouriſhed them? The Ethio- 
pians, who twice conquered that effemi- 
nate, daſtardly, ſuperſtitious people, ſhould 
have taught them, at leaſt, that the 
ſprings of the Nile were in Ethiopia. It 
is pleaſant, that a Portugueſe Jeſuit ſhould 
diſcover theſe ſprings. | 
The boaſts that have been made < the 
8 government, appear to me ab- 
ſurd and abominable. The lands, it is 
ſaid, were divided into three portions; 
the firſt belonged to the prieſts, the ſe- 
cond to the kings, and the third to the 
ſoldiers. If this were the caſe, it is evi- 
dent, that the government had a great 
length of time been theocratic, as the 
prieſts had allotted themſelves the beſt 
ſhare. But how came the kings to allow 
of this diſtribution? Probably they were 
lazy kings. And how came it that the 
ſoldiery did not deſtroy this ridiculous 
government? I flatter myſelf, that the 
Perſians, and after them the Ptolemys, 
intro- 
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introduced good order; and 1 am very 
glad to find, that after the Ptolemys, 
the Romans, who reduced Egypt to a 
province of the empire, ME ſacer- 
dotal portion. y 
All the reſt of this little nation, which 
never amounted to more than three or 
four millions of. men, were, then,. no- 
thing more than a mob of filly ſlaves. 
That law is highly praiſed, whereby every 
man was obliged to exerciſe the profeſſion 
of his father. This was an infallible re- 
cipe for aboliſhing all talents. He- that 
would have made a good phyſician, or 
an excellent ſculptor, was hereby com- 
pelled to continue a ſhepherd or vinta- 
ger; the. poltroon and the dwarf muſt 
profeſs arms; and the pew-keeper, who 
would have made a good military general, 
paſſed his life in ſweeping a temple. 
Nothing was ever more contemptible 
than the ſuperſtition of this people. I do not 
ſuſpect their kings and prieſts to have been 
ſo weak, as ſeriouſly to adore crocodiles, 


goats, 
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goats, monkies, and cats; but they let the 
people brutalize themſelves in a worſhip 
which claſſed them far beneath the animals 
they adored. The Ptolemies could not era- 
dicate this abominable ſuperſtition, or 
did not care to do it. The great let the 
people enjoy their folly in its full lati- 
tude, provided they obey. Cleopatra 
was no more diſturbed about the ſuper- 
ſtitions of Egypt, than Herod way with re- 
gard to thoſe of Judea. N 
Diodorus relates, that in the time f 
Ptolemy Auletes, he ſaw them maſſacre 
a Roman, who had caſually killed a cat. 


The death of this Roman was well a- 


venged when the Romans governed. No- 
thing now remains, thank God, of theſe 
unfortunate prieſts of Egypt, but their 
memory, which muſt be for ever odious. 
Let us learn not to be too prodigal of our 
eſteem. | 


DI A- 
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Of the AB BT BAZIN. 


Of a people abo had loft their noſes, but 
retained their ears, 


THERE ate many kinds of fables. 
Some ark nothing more than hiſtory dif- 
figured ; ſuch are all the ancient deſcrip= 
tions of battles and gigantic feats, with 
which almoſt all hiſtotians have been 
pleaſed to embelliſh their chronicles. 
Other fables are ingenious allegories. 
Thus Janus has a double viſage, which 
repreſents the paſt and beginning year. 
Saturn, who devours his children, 18 
Time, which deſtroys all that it has creat- 
ed. The Muſes, daughters of Memory, 
5 teach us, that without memory we have 
no ſenſe, and that to combine ideas we 
muſt begin by retaining them. Minerva 
engendered in the brain of the Maſter of 
the world, requires no explanation. Ve- 
nus, 
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nus, the goddeſs of beauty, accompanied 
by the Graces, and mother of Love; the 
mother's girdle, the arrows and blindneſs 
of the ſon, IN O_o for them- 
ſelves. 

Thoſe fables which communicate no- 
thing, ſuch as Blue-beard, and the tales 
of Herodotus, are the fruits of a barba- 


rous extravagant imagination, that may 
amuſe children, and, unfortunately, even 
men. The hiſtory of the two thieves who 
came every night to ſteal king Rampſ- 
inches' money, and of the king's daugh- 
ter, who married one of the thieves; 
Gyges's ring, and a hundred other ſuch 
conceits, are unworthy of ſerious atten- 
tion. 

But it muſt be acknowledged, that we 
find in ancient hiſtory many ſtrokes, 
that carry with them an air of probabili- 
ty, which have been overlooked in. the 
multitude, and from whence ſome lights 
might be drawn. Diodorus of Sicily, 
who had conſulted the ancient hiſtorians 
5 
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of Egypt, relates, that that country was 
conquered by Ethiopians. I have no dif- 
ficulty in believing it; for I have already 
obſerved, chat whoever appeared to con- 
quer Egypt, always accompliſhed his 
deſign at the end of one year, except our 
extravagant Cruſaders, who were all either 
killed upon the ſpot, or made captives, 
becauſe they had to do, not with Egyp- 
tians, unacquainted with war, but with 
Mamelucs, the conquerors of Egypt, and 
better ſoldiers than the Cruſaders. I have, 
therefore, no ſort of difficulty to believe, 
that a king of Egypt, called by the 
Greeks Amaſis, who was cruel and effe- 
minate, was vanquiſhed with his ridi- 
culous prieſts by an Ethiopian chief, 


named Actiſan, who probably poſſeſſed 


both ſenſe and courage. | 

All the world agrees that the Egypti- 
ans were great thieves. It is very natu- 
ral, that the number of thieves ſhould 


increaſe during the war between Actiſan 


and Amaſis. Diodorus relates, after the 
L | hiſtorians 
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hiſtorians of the country, that the con- 
queror was willing to purge Egypt of 
theſe robbers ; and that he ſent them to- 
wards the deſerts of Sinai and Oreb, after 
having previouſly had the ends of their 
noſes cut off, that they might be eaſily 
known, if ever they thought proper to 
return and rob in Egypt. All this is very 
probable. | 

Diodorus juſtly obſerves, that the 
country into which they were ſent, afford- 
ed none of the conveniences of life; and 
that it is very rare to meet with there 
either water or victuals. Such, in fact, 
is the ſtate of this unhappy country, from 
the deſert of Pharam to near Eber. 

This noſeleſs gang might, | perhaps, 
with care, procure ſome ciſtern water, or 
ſerve themſelves from wells with ill ſcent- 
ed and unwholeſome water, which uſual- 
ly occaſions a kind of leprous ſcurvy. 
They might again, as Diodorus obſerves, 
make nets in which they might catch tor- 
toiſes, It is, indeed, remarked, that great 

numbers 
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numbers of tortoiſes paſs every year over 
the Red-ſea, and come into this deſert. 
So far this hiſtory has nothing in it that 
ſets common ſenſe at defiance, or 1s, in- 
deed, improbable. 

But if from hence it were inferred, 
that theſe noſeleſs gentlemen were the 
fathers of the Jews, and that their chil- 
| dren, habituated to theft, by degrees pe- 
netrated into Paleſtine, part of which they 
conquered; this would not be allowed 
us as chriſtians. I know that this is the 
opinion of the Conſul Maillet, of the 
learned Freret, of Boulanger, of Her- 
bert, Bolingbroke, and Toland. But 
though their conjecture be, conſiſtent with 
the common order of things in this world, 
our ſacred bocks give a very different ori- 
gin to the Jews, and make them deſcend 
from the Chaldeans by Abraham, Thare, - 
Nachor, Serug, Rehu, and Phaleg. 

It is very true, that we are taught in 
Exodus, that the Iſraelites, - before they 
inhabited this deſert, had carried off the 
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robes and ntenfils of the Egyptians, and 
that they fed upon tortoiſes in the deſert ; 
but this ſlight reſemblance with the rela- 
tion of Diodorus of Sicily, extracted from 
the Egyptian books, will never entitle us 
to aver, that the Fews deſcended from a 
gang of thieves whoſe noſes were cut 
off. Several authors have in vain en- 
deayoured to ſupport this prophane con- 
jecture upon the eightieth Pſalm ; where 
it is ſaid, that the feftival of the trumpets 
was inſtituted io remind the holy people of 
the time they came out of Egypt, and when 
they heard a language ſpoken, which to them 
das unknown. 

Theſe Jews, then, are ſaid to have been 
Egyptians, who were aſtoniſhed to hear 
a language ſpoken beyond the Red-fea, 
which was not that of Egypt; and from 
thence it was concluded, that it is not 
improbable that the Jews ſhould be the 

deſcendants of thoſe rogues whom king 
Actiſanes had baniſhed. 

Such a conjecture is not admiſſible. 

Firſt, 
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FirR, becauſe if it be ſaid in Exodus, that 
the Jews carried off the utenſils of the 
Egyptians, before they went into the de- 
ſert, it is not ſaid they were (exiled for 
theft. Secondly, Whether they were 
thieves, whether they were Egyptians 
or Jews, they could ſcarce underſtand 
the language of the ſmall bands of wan- 
dering Arabs in the deſert of Arabia, to 
the north of the Red-ſea; .and no conſe- 
quence can be drawn from. the eightieth 


Pſalm, either in favour of the Jews, or 


againſt them. All the conjectures of 
Herodotus, Diodorus of Sicily, Manethon, 
Eratoſthenes, upon the Jews, muſt, 
doubtleſs, yield to the truths which are 
conſecrated in the holy books. If thoſe 
truths, which are of a ſuperior order, 
create great difficulties, if they caſt down 
our minds, it is precifely becauſe they 
are of a ſuperior order, The leſs able 
we are to comprehend them, the more 
we ſhould reſpe& them, | 
Some writers have ſuſpected, that theſe 
L 3 baniſhed 
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| baniſhed thieves are the ſame with the 
Jews who wandered in the deſert, be- 
cauſe the place where they remained for 
ſome time was ſince called Rh:nocolure, 
cut noſe, and that it is not very diſtant 
from Mount Carmel, the deſerts of Sur, 
Ethan, Sin, Oreb, and Cades-Barnea. _ 

It is again believed that the Jews 
were this very banditti, becauſe they had 
no eſtabliſhed religion, which agrees ve- 
ry well, it is faid, with the ſentiments 
of thieves ; and their want of an eſta» 
bliſhed religion is thought to be proved 
by ſeveral pallages from ſcripture it- 
elk: N 

The abbè de Tilladet, in his difſerta- 
tion upon the Jews, pretends, that the 
Jewiſh religion was not eſtabliſhed till 
a very long time after. Let us examine 
his reaſons, 

1. According to Exodus, Moſes mar- 
ried the daughter of a prieſt of Madian, 
called Jethro; and it is not ſaid that the 
Madianites acknowledged the ſame God, 

wha 
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who appeared afterwards to Moſes in a 
buſh near Mount Horeb. 

2. Joſhua, who was the chief of the 
Egyptian fugitives after Mofes, and un- 
der whom he put to fire and ſword part 
of the little country which is between the 
Jordan and the ſea, ſays to them in the 
twenty-fourth chapter, Caſt out from 
among ſt you the gods whom your fathers 
adored in Meſopotamia and Egypt, and 
ſerve Adonai.—Chuſe what you pleaſe to 
adore, either the gods who ſerved your fa- 
thers in Meſopotamia, or the gods of the 
Amonbeans in the land which you inha- 
bit. | 
3. Another proof, it is added, of 
their religion being not yet fixed, is, that 
it is ſaid in the book of Judges, chapter 
firſt, Adonai (the Lord) conducted Judab, 
and made himſelf maſter of the mountains; 
but he could not make himſelf * of the 


vualleys. 
The abbe Tilladet . Boulanger in- 
fer from thence, that theſe robbers, 
| L 4 wWhoſe 
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whoſe retreats were in the hollows of 
rocks, which abound in Paleſtine, ac- 
knowledged a god of the rocks, and a 
god of the valleys. 

4. They add to theſe ſuppoſititious 
proofs, what Jeptha ſaid to the Ammo- 
nites, in the ſecond chapter: 1s not what 
Chamos your god poſſeſſes your right due ? 
So ſhould what our God, the congueror, las 
obtained, be in our poſſeſſion. | 

Mr. Freret infers from theſe words, 
that the Jews acknowledged Chamos for 
their god as well as Adonai, and that 
they thought every nation had its local 
divinity. 

5. This dangerous opinion is farther 
ſtrengthened by the diſcourſe of Jere- 
miah, in the beginning of chapter forty- 
nine: Wherefore hath the god Melchem 
taken poſſeſſion of the country of Gad? And 
from thence it is concluded, that the 
Jews acknowledged the divinity of RE 
god Melchem. 

The fame Jeremiah ſays in the ſeventh 


-F chapter, 
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chapter, in making God- ſpeak to the 
Jews, I did not order your fathers, on the 
day I teok them out of Egypt, to offer me 
holocauſts and victims. 

6. Iſaiah complains in the forty-ſeventh 
chapter, that the Jews adored ſeveral 
gods: You ſeek your conſolation in your 
gods in the mdjt of thickets; you ſacrifice 
to them little children in torrents, under 
great ſtones. It is not probable, it is ſaid, 
that the Jews ſhould immolate their 
children to the gods in torrents, under 
large ſtones, if their law had then exiſt- 
ed, which forbad them to ſacrifice to the 

gods. | 
_ 7. The prophet Amos is again quot- 
ed as a proof, who avers in the fifth 
chapter, that the Jews never ſacrificed 
to the Lord during forty years in the de- 
ſert; on the contrary, ſays Amos—You 
carried thither the tabernacle of your god 
Molec, the image of your idols, and the 
- ſtar of your god (Remphan). 
8. This was ſo general an opinion, it 
18 


12 
1 
ol 
Fo 
= 
} 
: 
i > 
=_ > 
U 
. 
FF 
3 
3 
'F 
- 
1 
-#! 
v4 
1 
= 
f 
F 
| 
t 


154 DEFENCE or MY UNCLE. 


- xs ſaid, that St. Stephen, the firſt a 
tyr, fays in the ſeventh chapter of the 


Acts of the Apoſtles, That the Jews in 


_ rhe deſert adored the militia of heaven, that 


is to fay, the flars, and that they brought 
the tabernacle of Molec, and the flar of 


the god Remphan to adore them. 


Men of letters, ſuch as Meſſrs. Mail- 
let and Dumarſais, have concluded from 
the reſearches of the abbé de Tilladet, 
that the Jews did not begin to form their 
religion, ſuch as it is at preſent, till 
their return from captivity in Babylon. 
They perſiſt in the opinion, that thoſe 
Jews, ſlaves for ſuch a length of time, 
and ſo long deprived of a well known 
religion, could be no other than the def- 
cendants of a gang of thieves, without 
manners and without laws. This opi- 
nion ſeems the more probable, as the 
time when Actiſan, king of Ethiopia 


and Egypt, baniſhed a gang into the de- 
ſert, after they had been mutilated by 


his orders, agrees with the time at which 
| 1s 
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is fixed the flight» of the Iſraelites con- 
ducted by Moſes ; for Havian Joſephus 
ſays, that Moſes made war upon the 
Ethiopians; and what Joſephus called 
war, might very well be tiled robbery 
by the hiſtorians of Egypt. 
| What compleatly bewilders theſe 
learned men, is the conformity they 
meet with between the manners of the 
Iſraelites and that of a people of thieves ; 
not ſufficiently remembering that God 
himſelf directed theſe Iſraelites, and 
that he puniſhed, by their hands, the 
people of Canaan. It appears to theſe 
critics, that the Hebrews had no right 
over the country of Canaan; and if they 
had, they ſhould not put to fire and ſword 
a country which they ſhould have conli- 
dered as their inheritance, 

Theſe audacious critics ſuppoſe, Gd 
that the Hebrews always continued their 
original trade of thieving. They ima- 
gine they have diſcovered the origin of 
this People in their conſtant hatred for 

Egypt, 
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Egypt, where their fathers loſt their 
noſes, and in the conformity of ſeveral 
Egyptian practices they retained ; ſuch as 
the ſacrifice of the red cow, the ſcape 
goat, the ablutions, the prieſts dreſſes, 
circumciſion, abſtinence from pork, pure 
and impure meats, It is not uncom- 
mon, they ſay, for a nation to hate a 
neighbouring people, whoſe cuſtoms and 
laws they have imitated. The popu- 
| lace of France and * are a ſtrik- 
ing example. 

In fine, theſe Scholiaſts, too confident 
of their firſt lights, which ſhould always 
be miſtruſted, have imagined, that the 
origin which they attribute to the He- 
brews, is more probable than that which 
the Hebrews glory in. You agree with 
us, ſays Mr. Toland, that you robbed the 
Egyptians in your flight from Egypt; that 
| you took from them gold and filver vaſes, 
and cloaths, All the difference between what 
you own, and our opinion is, that you pre- 
tend you did not commit this robbery but by 

God's 


* 
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God's command. But if we Judge from rea- 
fen, there is no thief who may not plead © 
the ſame excuſe. Is it very cuſtomary for 
God to work ſuch miracles in favour of a 
gang of renegades, who acknowledge they 
robbed their maſters? In what country of 
the earth would ſuch rapine go unpuniſhed ? 
Suppoſe the Greeks of Conſtantinople ſhould = 
take from the Turks all their wardrobes and 
plate, to go and ſay maſs in a deſert, do you 
in good faith believe, that God would drown 
all the Turks in the Propontis to favour this 


robbery, though it were committed with a 
good deſign? 


Theſe detractors do not confine them- 
felves to ſuch affertions as are eaſily an- 
ſwered ; they go fo far as to ſay, that 
the Pentateuch could not be written till 
the time the Jews began to fix their 
worſhip, which till then was very un- 
certain. It was, ſay - they, in the time 
of Eſdras and Nehemiah. They bring, 
as a proof, the fourth book of Eſdras, 
for a long while received as Canonical ; 

but 
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but they forget that this book was re- 
jected by the council of Trent. They 
ſupport themſelves with the ſentiment of 
Abeneſra, and a multitude of heretical 
Theologians ; they at length call in the 
decifion of Newton for a.ſupport. But 
what ſignify all their outcries of hereſy 


and infidelity againſt an ecumenical coun- 


ci] ? 

They moreover deceive themſelves in 
believing, that Newton attributed the 
Pentateuch to Eſdras. Newton imagines | 
that Samuel was the author, or rather 
editor of it. 

It is again a great * to ſay 
with ſome men of letters, that Moſes, 


ſuch as he is deſcribed, never exiſted; that 


all his life is fabulous from his cradle to 
his death; that it is nothing more than 
an imitation of the ancient Arabian fable 
of Bacchus, tranſmitted to the Greeks, 


and afterwards adopted by the Hebr-ws. 


Bacchus, ſay they, was ſaved from the 
waters; Bacchus had ciofled the Red- 
ſea 


DEFENCE or MY UNCLE. 159 


ſea dry-footed ; a column of fire. con- 


ducted his army; he wrote his laws up- 


on two tables of ſtone ; rays iſſued from 
his head. Theſe conformities make 


them ſuſpect, that the Jews attributed 


this ancient tradition of Bacchus to their 
Moſes. The writings of the Greeks were 
known over all Aſia, and the writings of 
the Jews were cautiouſly concealed from 
other nations. It is probable, accord- 
ing to theſe bold critics, that the meta- 
morphoſis of Edith, Lot's wife, into a 
pillar of ſalt, is taken from the fable of 
Eurydice; that Sampſon 1s a copy from 
Hercules, and the facrifice of the daugh- 
ter of Jeptha imitated from that of Iphi- 
genia. They imagine, that a barbarous 
people, who never invented any art, 
muſt have drawn all they knew from an 
inventive people. 

It 1 is eaſy to deſtroy all chai Gia 
by only ſhewing that the Greek authors, 


except Homer, wrote ſince Eſdras, who 


collected and reſtored the Canonical 
books. 
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books. Were theſe books reſtored only | 
in the time of Cyrus and Artaxerxes, 
they were prior to Herodotus, the firſt 
Greek hiſtorian. They are not only an- 
terior to Herodotus, but the Pentateuch 
is much more ancient than Homer. 

If it be aſked why theſe books, fo 
ancient and ſo holy, were unknown to 
the nations, till the time the firſt chriſ- 
tians circulated the Greek tranſlation un- 
der Ptolemy Philadelphus ; I anſwer, it 
is not our province to interrogate Pro- 
vidence. He was willing that theſe an- 
cient monuments, known to be authen- 
tic, ſhould proclaim miracles ; and that 
theſe miracles ſhould be unknown to all 
the people, till ſuch time as a new light 
came to manifeſt them. Chriſtianity 
hath been an evidence for the Moſaic 
law, above which it hath raiſed itſelf, 
and by which it was foretold. Let us 
ſubmit, pray, adore, and not diſpute. 


EPI- 
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EPILOGUE. 


THOSE were the laſt lines my un- 
cle wrote: he died with that reſignation 
to the Supreme Being, perſuaded that 
all the learned may be deceived, and ac- 
knowledging, that nothing but the Ro- 

miſh Church is infallible. The Greek 
Church viewed him with an evil eye for 
it, and made him ſome bitter reproach- 
es in his laſt moments. This afflicted 
my uncle; and to die in peace, he ſaid to 
the archbiſhop of Aſtracan, Go, and be 
not ſad; do you not ſee, I alſo think you 
infallible?“ This was at leaſt related to 
me, in my laſt journey to Moſcow. But 
I always doubt of thoſe anecdotes which 
are propagated concerning the living and 


the dead. 
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A defence of a military general attacked by 
Pedants. 


FTER having avenged the me- 
mory of an honeſt prieſt, I yield 

to the noble deſire of avenging Beliſa- 
rius. Not that I think Beliſarius was 
exempted from human frailties. I can- 
didly acknowledge, that the abbe Bazin 
was too fond of raillery; and I am ſome- 
what inclined to believe, that Beliſarius 
was too ambitious, a great filcher, and 
often* cruel ; a courtier ſometimes 


poliſhed, and ſometimes unpoliſhed, This 


is nothing rare. 

I will not the leaſt diſſemble with my 
dear reader. He knows that the biſhop 
of Rome Silverus, ſon to the biſhop of 

- Rome 


* 
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Rome Hormiſdas, had purchaſed his 
papacy from Theodatus king of the Goths. 
He knows that Beliſarius, imagining he 
was betrayed by this Pope, deſpoiled 
him of his epiſcopal fimar, made him 
dreſs in a groom's habit, and ſent him 
into priſon at Patara in Lycia. He 
knows that this ſame Belifarius ſold the 
papacy to a ſub-deacon, named Vigilus, 
for four hundred marks of gold, of 
twelve ounces to the pound; and that 
at length the wiſe Juſtinian put to death 
the good Pope Silverus in the iſland of 
Palmaria. Theſe are only little court 
intrigues, of which panegyriſts keep no 
account. 5 | = 

Juſtinian and Beliſarius had for wives 
two of the moſt impudent jades in the 
whole empire. Beliſarius's greateſt fault 
was, in my opinion, not knowing how 
to be a cuckold. Juſtinian, his maſter, 
was much more ſkilful than him in this 
reſpet. He had married a ſtreet-walker, 
a bunter who had proſtituted herſelf in 

| M 2 the 
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the public theatre; and this does not 
give me any high opinion of the wiſ- 
dom of this emperor, notwithſtanding 
the laws he had compiled, or rather 
abridged, by his rogue Tribonian. He 
was beſides a coward and vain, avaricious 
and prodigal, miſtruſtful and blood- 
thriſty ; but he at length knew how to 
wink at the lubricity of Theodora ; and 
Beliſarius wanted to aſſaſſinate Antonina's 
lover. Beliſarius is alſo accuſed of much 
rapine. 

Be this as it may, it is certain, that 
the aged Beliſarius, who vas not ſo blind 
as old Juſtinian, gave him, towards the 
cloſe of his life, ſome very good advice, 
which the emperor profited of but little. 
A very ingenious Greek, and who had 
preferved the true tafte of eloquence in 
the decline of letters, has handed down 
to us Beliſarius and Juſtinian's dia- 
logues. As ſoon as they appeared, all 
Conſtantinople was delighted. The 

fifteenth 
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fifteenth dialogues, in particular, en- 
chanted all reaſonable minds. | 

In order to be perfectly acquainted 
with this anecdote, it ſhould be known, | 
that Juſtinian was an old fool who med- 
dled with theology. He thought proper 
to declare by an edict in five hundred 
ſixty-four, that the body of Jeſus Chriſt 
could not change, and was incorruptible; 
and that he never had occaſion to eat 
during his life, or after his reſurrection. 

Several biſhops judged his edict to be 
very ſcandalous. He declared to them, 
that they would be damned in the other 
world, and perſecuted in this; and to 
prove it by facts, he exiled the Patriarch 
of Conſtantinople, and ſeveral other pre- 
lates, in the ſame manner as he had ba- 
niſhed Pope Silverus. 

It is upon this occaſion that Belifarius 
makes ſome very wiſe remonſtrances to 
the emperor. He teils him, that one 
ſhould not damn for ſuch a trivial cauſe 
one's neighbour, and ſtill leſs perſecute 

M 3 | him; 
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him; that God is the father of men ; that 
thoſe who are in ſome ſhape his images 
upon earth (if we dare ſay it) ſhould imi- 
tate his clemency ; and that the Patri- 
arch of Conſtantinople ſhould not be 
ſtarved to death, under pretence that Je- 
ſus Chriſt did not require victuals. No- 
thing, perhaps, is more tolerating, more 
humane, more divine, than this admi- 
rable diſcourſe of Beliſarius; I like it 
much better than his laſt campaign into 
Italy, in which he was reproached with 
doing nothing but ridiculous things. 

The learned, it is true, are of opinion, 
that this diſcourſe is not his, that he did 
not ſpeak ſo well; and that a man who 
had immured Pope Silverus, and fold his 
place for four hundred marks of gold, of 
twelve ounces to the pound, was not a 
man to talk of clemency and toleration : 
they ſuſpect, that all this diſcourſe is from 
the eloquent Greek Marmontelos, who 
publiſhed it. This may be ; but conſider, 
my dear reader, that Belifarius was old 
and 
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and unhappy; opinions then change, and 
people become compaſſionate. ; 
There were at that time ſome little 
envious Greeks, ignorant pedants, who 
wrote pamphlets for bread. One of theſe 
animals, named Cogeos, had the impu- 
dence to write againſt Beliſarius, becauſe 
he thought that this old AN: ſtood but 
ill at court. 

Beliſarius, after his diſgrace, became a 
devotee. This is frequently the refourceof 
old courtiers in diſgrace; even now, the 
grand vizirs liſt under the banner of de- 
votion, when, inſtead of ſtrangling them 
with a ſilken rope, they are baniſhed to 
the iſland of Mitylene. Fine women too 
turn devotees, we know, about their 
fiftieth year; particularly if they haveloſt 
all their charms; and in proportion as they 
are ugly, their devotion is fervent. The 
devotion of Beliſarius was very humane; 
he believed, that Jeſus Chriſt had died for 
all, and not for ſeveral. He ſaid to Juſ- 
tinian, that God wanted to promote the 


happi- 
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happineſs of all men; and this ſeemed till 
to ſmell of the courtier ; for Juſtinian had 
many ſins to reproach himſelf with; and 
Beliſarius, in a converſation, drew him 
ſuch a picture of divine mercy, that the 
conſcience of the wicked crowned old 
man was thereby inſured it. 

The ſecret enemies of Juſtinian and 
Beliſarius brought to life, therefore, ſome 
pedants who wrote violently againſt God's 
goodneſs. The ridiculous Cogeos, among 
others, wrote in his pamphlet, page 63, 


. There will then be none to be reproved ! 


« Oh! yes, he was anſwered, you will be 
very much reproved : conſole yourſelf, 
my friend, be you, and ſuch as you re- 
proved, and be affured all Conftanti- 
nople will laugh at you.” Ah! college 
pedants, how far you are from ſuſpecting 
what paſſes among good company at Con- 
ſtantinople ! | 


POS T- 


DEFENCE or MY UNCLE. 169 


POSTSCRIPTUM:. 
A GARDENER's DEFENCE. 


THE ſame Cogeos attacked in a 
manner not leſs barbarous, a poor pro- 
vincial gardener of Cappadocia, and ac- 
cuſed him, in page 54, with writing 
theſe words: Our religion, with all its re- 
velation, is not, nor can it be any thing more 
than the perfection of natural religion. 

Obſerve, my dear reader, the maligni- 
ty of this calumny! This good gardener 
was one of the beſt chriſtians in the 
whole canton, who nouriſhed the poor 
with roots he had himſelf planted ; and 
who, during the winter, amuſed himſelf 
with writing, to edify his neighbour whom 
he loved. He never wrote theſe ridiculous 
and almoſt impious words, With allits reve- 
lation; ſuch an expreſſion is always con- 
temptible; this man with all his Latin, 
that critic 27th all his verboſity. There is not 
a ſingle word in this paſſage of the gar- 

| diener, 
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dener, which has the leaſt connection with 
this imputation. His works have been 
colleted; and in the laſt edition of 
1704, page 252, as well as in all the 
other editions, we find the paſſage which 
Cogeos or Coge has ſo baſely falſified. 
Here it is, as it has been faithfully tranſ- 

lated from the Greek. : 
He who thinks that God has deigned 
to allow a reſemblance between him and 
men; that he has made them free, capa- 
ble of good and evil; and that he has 
given to all of them that good ſenſe 
which is the inſtinct of man, and which 
is the foundation of the law of nature; 
that man hath, doubtleſs, a religion, and 
a much better religion than all the ſects 
out of our chuch ; for all thoſe ſects are 
falſe, and the law of nature is true. Our 
evealed religion is not, nor can it be any 
thing but the law of nature in perfection. 
So that theiſm is good ſenſe, as yet unin- 
ſtructed by revelation, and the other re- 
ligions 
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ligions are good ſenſe perverted by ſuper- 
ſtition.“ 

This moral had been best by the 
approbation of the patriarch of Conſtan- 
tinople, and ſeveral biſhops; nothing can 
be more chriſtian, more catholic, or more 
ſagacious. 

How then could this Cogeos dare mix 
his venom with the pure water of this gar- 
dener? Why would he deſtroy this man, 
and have Beliſarius condemned? Is it 
not enough to be in the laſt claſs of the 
laſt writers? Muſt he alſo falſify? Doſt 
thou know, Cogeos, what chaſtiſements 
were ordained for the crime of falſifica- 
tion? Such as thee, are uſually as badly 
inſtructed with reſpect to the laws, as 
the principles of honour. Why doſt thou 
not read Juſtinian's inſtitutes under the 
head of publicis judiciis, and the law 
Cornelia. 

Friend Cogeos, fallifcation is like po- 
lygamy.; ; it is a matter, a hanging matter. 

6 | Liſten. 
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Liſten, wretch—ſee how good I am—1 


pardon thee. 


The LAsT ADDRESS to the READER, 


FRIEN DLY reader, I have entertained 
you with the greateſt objects that can in- 


tereſt the learned, the formation of the 


world, according to the Phenicians, the 


flood, the ladies of Babylon, Egypt, the 


Jews, Mountains, and Ninon. You 
would prefer a good comedy, or a good 
comic opera; and ſo would I too. En- 
Joy thyſelf, and let pedants cavil. Life 
is ſhort. The only good thing, ſays So- 


lomon, is to live with our friend, and re- 


joice in her works. - 


